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Easter
“I am the resurrection and the life. He who

believes in me will live, even though he dies; 
and whoever lives and believes

 in me will never die.”



Lenten Calvary and 
resurrection in the 
sex abuse crisis

The conviction and sentencing 
of Cardinal George Pell continues 
to create enormous controversy in 
Australia, and particular dismay and 
distress for the Catholic community. 

In the midst of all these great concerns, I 
found myself recently participating in an 
Ecumenical gathering outside Parliament 
House one Saturday afternoon.  Soon 
after I arrived, I was very pleasantly 
surprised to hear a survivor of sex abuse 
in the Catholic Church publically state the 
following:

“I stand here today as a victim, a 
survivor, an overcomer of sexual abuse 
within the Church.  I stand here today 
through the grace of God and the healing 
power of the Holy Spirit.  I have forgiven 
the priest, I have forgiven the Church, I 
have forgiven myself and been set free of 
shame and betrayal.  I stand here today, as 
one who loves my Church and will stand 
for my Church not matter what.  I pray to 
the Lord for the leaders of our Church and 
all those within our community impacted 
by this terrible crime.  I pray Lord that 
they will come to know your love in their 
hearts and be blessed by your healing 
power.  I pray Lord that they will know 
that, in the words of St Paul, nothing is 
able to come between us and the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.”

I felt immediately refreshed in my spirit 
when I heard these truly incredible words.  
I spoke to the survivor and congratulated 
her on her courage to speak about such 
personal matters.  As I was talking to 
her, the organisers of this Ecumenical 
conference asked both of us to participate, 
along with others, in short prayers of 
petition.  I asked her if she felt it was 
appropriate for us to pray prayers for 
healing for our Churches together rather 
that separately.  She readily agreed.  

Therefore, when it became my turn to 

pray I said the following:
“Heavenly Father, humbly we pray, 

especially as Christians and Australians 
and for me as a Catholic Archbishop here 
in the Canberra and Goulburn region, 
for all survivors of sex abuse.  I am so 
delighted to be next to my sister here 
who is a survivor of sex abuse by a priest 
many years ago.  I ask for your blessing 
upon her and upon the Churches that we 
might learn from her, stand alongside 
all she symbolises in Australia, and see 
the hidden agenda of God in our time 
and place through the Calvary of their 
experiences.  I ask my sister now, to pray 
for the wider Churches and especially for 
the Catholic Church”.  

I then knelt down alongside the survivor; 
she placed her hand on my shoulder and 
prayed the following:

“I pray today in the words of St Paul to 
the Ephesians, out of His infinite glory, 
may He give you the power through his 
Spirit for your hidden self to grow strong, 
so that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith, and then, planted in love 
and built on love, you will with all the 
Saints, have strength to grasp the breadth 

and the length, the height and the depth, 
until knowing the love of Christ which is 
beyond all knowledge, you are filled with 
the utter fullness of God.”

What an incredible moment of grace 
we all shared on the lawns of Parliament 
House!  There was a good crowd present 
but many more participated electronically 
throughout Australia in this prayer 
gathering.

In the midst of this extremely 
challenging time for all of us, in such an 
episode like this we can see the glimmer 
of the Holy Spirit coming to help us in 
unexpected and surprising ways.

So dear friends, never let us lose hope 
but always trust in the Holy Spirit and be 
united in the faith that brings us together 
in Christ Jesus and His Church.

Yours sincerely in Christ, 
Archbishop Christopher Prowse 
Catholic Archbishop of Canberra and 
Goulburn and  Apostolic Administrator of 
Wagga Wagga Diocese
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Prayer for the 
election of a 

Bishop
O God, eternal 

shepherd, who govern 
Your flock with unfailing 

care, grant in Your 
boundless fatherly love a Bishop for 

the Diocese of Wagga Wagga who will 
please You by his holiness and to us show 

watchful care. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with 

You  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Pope’s Worldwide 
        Prayer Network

APOSVLESHIP OF PRAYER

Doctors and their Collaborators
 in War Torn Areas

For doctors and their humanitarian 
collaborators in war torn areas, who risk their 

lives to save the lives of others.
Visit this link to hear the Pope deliver his monthly prayer:

http://popesprayerusa.net/category/pope-video/

http://popesprayerusa.net/popes-intentions/

Jesus said we should “love one another 
as I have loved you.” Yet many times 
we human beings harm one another in 
ways that are violent and often lethal, 
especially in war. We may feel that our 
causes are just, but even in “just causes” 
people are killed, burned, maimed, 
disfigured or left to face lives filled with 
pain and suffering. Often those who are 
harmed are children. In one part of the 
world, over a three-month period this 
past year, 1,600 people were killed or 
wounded, 33% of them children. And 
though the warring sides are trying to 
negotiate their differences, the violence 
and suffering continue.

The Holy Father has designated April 
as a month for pray for doctors and their 

collaborators in war zones who risk their 
lives to save the lives of others. These 
individuals bring their skills to areas of 
war and violence with the aim of offering 
treatment to lessen peoples’ agony of 
body, mind, and spirit.

Working under conditions of great 
danger, they willingly and courageously 
put themselves at risk of harm. In so 
doing, they bear witness to their belief in 
the dignity and value of life. Through their 
commitment, whether motivated by the 
words of Jesus or their own innate sense 
of human decency, they offer hope that 
the love in God’s heart may eventually 
catch fire in the hearts of others. For that 
reason, the Holy Father asks us to pray 
for such brave people this month.
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Prayer Intention for April - Pray with Pope Francis
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‘In the midst of this 
extremely challenging 

time for all of us, in 
such an episode like 
this we can see the 

glimmer of the Holy 
Spirit coming to help 
us in unexpected and 

surprising ways. ’



The Plenary Council’s Listening 
and Dialogue phase ended earlier 
this month, concluding a period 
of almost 10 months for people to 
share their stories and consider the 
question “What do you think God 
is asking of us in Australia at this 
time?”

The National Centre for Pastoral 
Research has compiled statistical data 
and reported that more than 222,000 
people participated in the Listening 
and Dialogue phase and made either 
individual submissions or had their 
voices captured through a group 
response.

“The bishops knew the time was ripe 
for a defining moment in the life of the 
Church like a Plenary Council. What 
we didn’t know is how the people of 
Australia would embrace a process that 
hasn’t taken place for more than 80 
years,” Archbishop Costelloe.

“We have been thrilled and amazed 
by the generosity of people and their 
willingness to speak about their 
experiences within the Church – both 
positive and negative – and to invest 
such energy in this first stage of the 
process.”

Plenary Council facilitator Lana 
Turvey-Collins said while she observed 
enthusiasm for the Council when she 
visited communities across Australia, 
she couldn’t have predicted that 
would translate into 220,000 people 
participating in the Listening and 
Dialogue phase.

“From the beginning, it has been 
clear that the success of the Council 
would depend largely on people’s level 
of engagement, but equally on the 
movement of the Holy Spirit,” she said.

“This unprecedented – and quite 
overwhelming – level of response 
shows the people of God in Australia 
are deeply interested in shaping the 
future of the Catholic Church in this 
country.”

National Centre for Pastoral Research 
director Trudy Dantis said the process 
of analysing the more than 17,000 
individual and group submissions is 
under way. It will be completed over 
the next two months, with the national 
themes for discernment that have 
emerged to be announced in early June.

“Each submission will be read and 
analysed by our team of research 
experts and we will use some of the 
best research tools available to assist 
that analysis,” Dr Dantis said.

“Prayer and discernment is at the 
core of this process, particularly in this 
next stage of the journey, ensuring the 
Plenary Council is guided by the Holy 
Spirit.”

Ms Turvey-Collins said once the 
national themes for discernment 
have been identified, working groups 
will be established – following an 
application process open to all – to 
consider the submissions and help 
prepare discussion papers that will be 
published.

“Listening has been a critical part of 
this opening phase and as we move into 
the ‘Listening and Discernment’ phase, 
it is necessary that we all continue to 
listen to God and listen to each other 
to allow the Council to be a pivotal 
moment in the life of the Catholic 
Church in Australia,” she said.

Visit the Plenary Council website 
for more information at www.
plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au
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Lent is upon us and Eastertide shall 
follow quickly. We are presented with 
an opportunity to encounter Jesus 
Christ in the truth of his teaching and 
the beauty of his being.

The Beatitudes are recorded in 
Matthew 5: 1-12. They are the pinnacle 
of the Lord’s teaching and a portrait of 
his person. We hope this brief reflection 
will nourish your soul and spirit.

The Face of Christ
We usually consider the Beatitudes 

as the pinnacle of the teaching of 
Jesus. Jesus “climbed the mountain 
and opened his mouth.” They 
complete the teaching on Mount Sinai 
– the Commandments. Think of the 
Commandments as the “shell” and 
the Beatitudes as the “kernel.” The 
Commandments protect fundamental 
human values, while the Beatitudes 
try to form our inner, interior attitudes. 
They are complementary. Both are 
important.

However, most importantly, the 
Beatitudes are a “snapshot” of Jesus:

The Beatitudes depict the countenance 
of Jesus Christ and portray his charity 
(CCC 1717).

Thus there arose in the early Church 
a spirituality of the Holy Face and the 
Holy Name. Gazing on the face of Jesus 
Christ made him present. Reciting, 
in mantra fashion, the Holy Name of 
Jesus Christ made him present.

The Beatitudes speak of the very 
person of Jesus Christ and of his 
love. We discover here his poverty, 
his sorrow, his humility, his desire, 
his mercy, his purity, his peace, his 
courage, his joy.

The Teaching of Jesus Christ
Our encounter with him opens us up 

to receive his teaching and wisdom. 

We discover our calling to be another 
Christ in our time. We discover the 
essential attitudes and actions that 
characterise Christian life. We discover 
“paradoxical promises” that sustain 
our hope in difficult periods (CCC 
1717). We come to realise that, in fact, 
“the Beatitudes respond to the natural 
desire for happiness” (CCC 1718). 
The Beatitudes reveal that “God calls 
us to his own beatitude,” a beatitude 
that “surpasses our understanding and 
powers” (CCC  1719).

Vulnerability and Confidence
During our “journey” with the Lord 

we come to realise, along with hosts of 
others, that in fact, Jesus is vulnerable 
and confident. Indeed, we are called to 
“see” our vulnerability and deepen our 
confidence.

For the nine beatitudes can be divided 
into two parts. The first three speak 
of vulnerability, the next six speak 
of confidence. We are poor in spirit. 
We are in deep need of God and his 
tender love. We do mourn. We weep 
over our weakness, failures, and sins. 
After significant life experience, we 
do realise that meekness and humility 
is the only way forward in human 
relationships.

This vulnerability becomes our 
springboard. We become quietly 
confident – not arrogant – in engaging 
others with the truth and love of 
Christ. We can reach out to others 
with our desires, mercy, purity, peace, 
resilience, and joy.

With this “light” shining within us, 
it becomes a little easier to see that 
the Beatitudes are the “kernel” of the 
Gospel. In them, we encounter the 
Lord and his teaching in a way that is 
tangible and transforming.

- Lenten Reflection -
GOSPEL  REFLECTIONS

Would you like to receive your copy 
of Together via email? 

Just email us at: 
together@wagga.catholic.org.au 

and we will add you to the mailing list.

Plenary Council 
is listening to 
222,000 voices
Plenary Council 2020 president Archbishop Timothy 
Costelloe SDB says he and his fellow bishops have 
been “amazed” by the engagement of people across 
Australia in the Council’s opening stage.

Lana Turvey-Collins speaks with Western Australian Catholic secondary school leaders 
during the Listening and Dialogue stage of the Plenary Council (Photo courtesy of Catholic 

Education Western Australia).



Not too concerned about it, 
Matt visited his doctor for a check 
up but Matt’s doctor was very 
concerned and removed the lump, 
unfortunately giving Matt the 
diagnosis of Stage 3 Melanoma 
Cancer at only 38 years of age.

Matt, along with his wife Mel and 
two daughters, Ava and Emma, decided 
to postpone moving to Albury for the 
indefinite future whilst Matt underwent 
surgery to have the lymph nodes in his 
groin removed.

In March 2017 his care was transferred 
to the Peter Mac Cancer Clinic in 
Melbourne where he had the opportunity 
to work alongside Melanoma Tasmania 
to raise awareness of melanoma in four 
Catholic Colleges in Tasmania.

In July 2017, with improved health, 
Matt and his family finally made the 
move to Albury. He needed to have 
routine scans every few months at 
the Peter Mac clinic but only four 
months later Matt’s world was turned 
upside down again when one of his 
routine scans indicated that the cancer 
had spread to the lymph nodes in his 
hip and he began a two year trial of 
immunotherapy with his treatment being 
transferred to the Albury Wodonga 
Cancer Centre mid last year.

Whilst the cancer hasn’t spread any 
further, the impact the diagnosis has had 
on his young family and friends has been 
enormous and has changed their lives 
forever.

For Matt, the choice to participate 
in the Melanoma March was a no-
brainer. The money raised goes towards 
researching this insidious and largely 

preventable disease and with Matt’s 
Melanoma now being Stage 4, research 
is paramount.

Matt will be joining Jay Allen, who 
himself is a melanoma survivor and is 
walking from Adelaide to Sydney via 
Melbourne and Canberra (2000km in 
50 days). Matt will be joining him for 6 
days covering 234km from Cobram to 
Little Billabong starting on the 28th of 
April.

Matt says the support from the local 
community has been overwhelming 
including the local Catholic schools. He 
will speak to Year 9 students at Xavier 
High School about melanoma and Holy 
Spirit School will be holding a Black 
Dress Day (melanoma ribbon is black) 
this week.

If you’d like to support Matt please 
visit Melanoma March online at: 
www.tourdecure.com.au

and type ‘Matt Kean’ 
in the search option.

What is Melanoma March 2019?
Every five hours, one Australian dies 

from melanoma. Time won’t stand still 
and neither will we. Take steps to end 
melanoma – join our March for a cure.

Melanoma March is in its eighth 
year and is now Melanoma Institute 
Australia’s major annual fund raising 

campaign to support melanoma research. 
In each location, the March is a special 
event which brings together the whole 
melanoma community to raise awareness 
and funds for melanoma research.

Last year over 7,000 people from every 
state and territory supported their local 
Melanoma March and we invite you to 
join us in 2019 at your local March.

It’s an opportunity to inspire others, 
remember loved ones and support your 
local March to find a cure for Melanoma.

Research is making a difference and 
in recent years, research breakthroughs 
have tripled the life expectancy for 
advanced melanoma patients.

We are making progress, but we need 
your support to help find a cure! This 
year, more than 14,000 Australians will 
be diagnosed with melanoma and sadly, 
around 1,800 will die from the disease.

The incidence of melanoma doubled 
in the 20 years between 1986 and 2006 
and are still on the rise. In Australia, 1 
in 14 men and 1 in 24 women will be 
diagnosed with melanoma sometime in 
their life – melanoma is often referred to 
as Australia’s national cancer.

Melanoma is the most common cancer 
in young Australians (15-39 year olds) 
and kills more young Australians (20-39 
year olds) than any other single cancer.

This is why we’re marching to find a 
cure.

ALAN HARRIS MCDONALD

R
M

25
08

64
6

ALL YOUR FUNERAL NEEDS ARE NOW IN ONE LOCATION

76 Copland Street, Wagga Wagga

6921 4913
www.alanharrismcdonald.com.au

Crematorium Refreshments RoomChapel
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Matt Kean marches for melanoma 
awareness

In October 2016 Matthew Kean had been appointed 
Principal of Holy Spirit School in Lavington and was in 
the process of moving his young family  from Tasmania 
when he noticed a nasty looking lump on his right calf. 
by Karene Eggleton - Editor of Together

Jay Allen, who was just 32 years old when he was diagnosed with melanoma, was your typical 
Aussie bloke – a husband, dad, son and mate to many. Overnight he went from being a truck 
driver to a cancer patient. 10 years on he is fighting fit, and is now fighting to raise awareness.

Left: Matt Kean, principal of Holy Spirit School
Below: A map showing where Matt will walk 

alongside Jay Allen
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Do you remember where you 
were on 31st August 1997, the day 
Princess Diana of Wales was killed in 
a car accident in Paris?

I’ll never forget. I was at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground with my 
wife Janet, attending an AFL match 
between my beloved North Melbourne 
Kangaroos and Collingwood.

It was quarter-time and we were, as is 
North’s custom against Collingwood, 
down, when appearing on the 
scoreboard was a news flash live from 
the Channel 7 studios describing events 
unfolding in Paris.

It will be impossible to forget the 
global outpouring of grief, or the images 
of the little princes walking behind their 
mother’s funeral procession. There was 
something about Diana that struck a 
chord with people.

It was her vulnerability, wasn’t it? 
Famous, yet unassuming; wealthy, 
yet self-giving; flawed, yet seeking 
redemption.

Is there anything that troubles our 
hearts more than feeling vulnerable?

Keeping Faith During Trials: Mother 
Teresa

There is someone who can help us out 
here whose own death was eclipsed in 
the popular mind at the time by Princess 
Diana’s passing. Mother Teresa went to 
her eternal reward just a few days later, 
on 5th September 1997.

Nobody in my lifetime embodied the 
concept of “living saint” like Mother 
Teresa did.

At a time when religious life was in 
decline, the Missionaries of Charity 

flourished. And when the Baby Boomers 
were “discovering themselves”, Mother 
Teresa was retrieving souls from the 
gutter.

Who on earth was closer to God than 
Mother Teresa?

And yet we now know that Mother 
Teresa lived most of her life in a 
spiritual desolation that few could 
endure.

When news of Mother’s experience 
emerged during the cause of her 
canonisation, I made the point of saying 
to my regular confessor that I could not 
cope with such a trial. And yet there 
are times when each of us experiences 
desolation.

Mother Teresa’s Darkness… In Her 
Own Words

In his book, “The Love that Made 
Mother Teresa,” David Scott pieces 
together a meditation of Mother’s 
experience in her own words:

I did not know that love could make 
one suffer so much . . .
of pain human but caused by the 
divine.
The more I want him, the less I am 
wanted.
I want to love him as he has not been 
loved,
and yet there is that separation, that 
terrible
emptiness, that feeling of absence of 
God.
They say people in hell suffer eternal 
pain because
of the loss of God . . .
In my soul I feel just this terrible pain 
of loss,

of God not wanting me, of God not 
being God,
of God not really existing.
That terrible longing keeps growing, 
and I feel as if
something will break in me one day.
Heaven from every side is closed.
I feel like refusing God.
Pray for me
that I may not turn a Judas to Jesus
in this painful darkness.
It makes for wretched reading. It is not 

that God might not be; worse is that he 
might be hiding. For there is much we 
are prepared to suffer when we know 
why.

Keeping Faith Through Trials: The 
Church Today

It’s hard being Catholic today – chaotic 
liturgy, family members who turn 
aside from the faith, clergy scandals, 
lukewarm laity and a culture that openly 
persecutes faithfulness to truth.

But just like in the Church, where the 
internal pressures are the ones that do 
the most damage, our interior life can be 
just as demoralizing as we careen from 
one disappointment to another.

Prayers go unanswered and the 
temptation to ‘put God in the dock’ is 
like a savage dog persistently barking in 
our ear.

When I suffer interior torment, there 
are internal layers or spiritual levels that 
behave like warring clans, tossing me 
from one storey to another. Meanwhile, 
as the tribes carve out their battle lines, I 
earnestly hope that when I finally land at 
the deepest layer, I will find peace and a 
clear vision of God.

So, what’s the issue here? Trust.
The Value of Vulnerability
Now it is not my intention to canonize 

Princess Diana, but her vulnerability 
was like a raw nerve that made us 
wince. It provokes me to wonder, if we 
feel vulnerable before God, then perhaps 
he’s got us exactly where He wants us, 
even if it makes us wince.

It is not enough that we should 
pray with the intention of receiving 
consolation. God is to be worshiped for 

His own sake, not ours. He wants us to 
come to Him as little children, totally 
abandoning ourselves to His will, come 
what may. Was God not glorified by 
the crucifixion of his Son? He tests you 
because He loves you.

How, then, do we move forward? I 
offer one suggestion for the vulnerable. 
Mercifully, I am no Mother Teresa, and 
God offers me only glimpses of her dark 
night of the soul. But since He wants me 
to find solace and healing in Him alone, 
I am immensely grateful to be living in a 
perpetual adoration parish.

I am the impatient one; He eternally 
awaits me, ready to turn tables.

He is not hiding, save behind the veil 
of a sacrament.

I go to adore Him, only to discover, in 
an outpouring of divine love, that He is 
all the while ‘adoring’ me.

Venite adoremus!

About Ian Smith
After serving 

as Director of 
Evangelisation 
and Religious 
in the Diocese 
of Parramatta 
and as Director 
of Outreach in 

the Archdiocese of Sydney, Ian joined 
Parousia Media as National Director of 
Evangelisation in December of 2018.

In this position, Ian is responsible for 
coordinating Parousia’s program of 
international speakers, raising up and 
forming local leaders, extending the 
reach of video-structured formation 
programs, and growing a network of 
family and parish-based platforms for 
evangelisation and catechesis.

Ian holds a bachelor’s degree in 
theology, graduate diploma in education 
and received his masters degree from 
the John Paul II Institute in Melbourne.

It’s hard being Catholic today – chaotic liturgy, 
family members who turn aside from the faith, 
clergy scandals, lukewarm laity and a culture 
that openly persecutes faithfulness to truth.

The narrow gate: keeping faith 
through trials

by Ian Smith Parousia Media



She was just 18 years old, 
pregnant and fearful for her life 
and that of her unborn child, when 
she featured in Project Compassion 
2013.

In Bangladesh, maternal and infant 
mortality rates are still tragically high. 
During her first pregnancy, Salma was 
very sick, she experienced abdominal 

pain and couldn’t eat. She sought 
the help of a midwife called Pronoti, 
trained by Caritas Australia’s Safe 
Motherhood Program.

Pronoti helped Salma safely through 
two pregnancies, thanks to her 
comprehensive training in midwifery, 
antenatal and postnatal care.

The program has reduced maternal 

and infant mortality in the area by 
almost 70 percent. Over 400 women 
have been trained in midwifery since 
2008 – and they have given over 
28,000 women antenatal checkups and 
delivered more than 15,000 babies.

Now 24, Salma smiles as she watches 
her one-year-old boy and six-year-old 
daughter play together. She is pleased 
that they are growing up strong and can 
focus on their hopes for the future.

“If the Safe Motherhood Program 
had not trained midwives like Pronoti, 
many of us would have to go to the 
private clinics 11 kilometres away.
Some of us women and our babies 
might die because of that.”Salma with her children and mother-in-law
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‘We are poor and so it 
is easy to get discouraged 
about the future. However, 
if we have hope, we have 
the courage to try and do 

things that seem difficult or 
impossible at the time. ’

Salma with her husband Masud, children Maya and baby Samiul

Salma lives with her husband, Masud, in the rural 
community of Gazipur, two hours from Bangladesh’s 
bustling capital.

Salma from Bangladesh
Give this Lent 100%:

Australian Catholic University Vice-Chancellor Professor 
Greg Craven launched ACU’s Reconciliation Action 
Plan 2019 – 2021, aimed at driving our contribution to 
reconciliation within ACU and in the wider community.

ACU launches Reconciliation Action Plan

The Reconciliation Action Plan 
(RAP) is a strategic document, which 
provides us with practical actions to 
further our role in reconciliation.

Speaking at the launch event at the 
Mount Saint Mary Campus in Strathfield, 
Professor Craven recalled ACU’s work in 
the space of reconciliation.

ACU was one of the first Australian 
universities to formally support 
the reconciliation movement, with 
our Statement of Commitment to 
Reconciliation, launched in 1998.

Last year ACU also took a lead in 
developing a set of proposals for how 
our nation’s constitution could be 
amended to ensure Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander voices are represented in 
Parliament.

“Our University’s commitment 
to reconciliation and constitutional 

recognition is absolutely vital,” Professor 
Craven said.

Professor Craven said our RAP would 
help us to solidify our commitment to 
involving Indigenous people in the life of 
the University, and to making Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander perspectives 
integral to our curriculum.

“It ensures we will continue to provide 
meaningful opportunities and to encourage 
greater participation of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people in tertiary 
education, empowering them to reach their 
full academic and economic potential,” 
Professor Craven said.

“And it allows our University to drive 
a broader change agenda, providing a 
framework to enable us to play a role in 
improving the lives and respecting the 
dignity of Australia’s Indigenous people.”

Director, First Peoples and Equity 

Pathways Jane Ceolin said the RAP had 
been two years in the making and was an 
important, strategic document for ACU.

“The RAP includes practical actions 
that will drive our contribution to 
reconciliation both within ACU and in 
our engagement with the community,” Ms 
Ceolin said.

Other speakers at the launch event 
included ACU’s Project Lead, Indigenous 
Recruitment and Retention Doseena 

Fergie and General Counsel Diane Barker. 
Reconciliation Australia’s CEO Karen 
Mundine also addressed attendees at the 
launch event.

The RAP is an over arching document, 
which also takes into consideration ACU’s 
existing Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples Employment Strategy 
and our Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Education Strategy, which is near 
completion.

Professor Elizabeth Labone, Ms Jane Ceolin, Professor Dermot Nestor, Professor Terri Joiner, ACU Vice-
Chancellor and President Professor Greg Craven and CEO of Reconciliation Australia Karen Mundine



Around 7% of people in Vietnam 
are living with a disability. They 
often have poorer health, fewer 
education and employment 
opportunities and higher poverty 
rates.

The future appeared bleak for 
Nguyet, until a Caritas Australia 

program, implemented by our partner 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
changed her life forever. Around 4,000 
people have now benefitted from this 
inspiring Caritas program.

The program is helping people like 
Nguyet, by focusing on inclusive 
education, health services and building 

strong community networks to help to 
break down stigma and discrimination 
for those with disabilities and their 
families.

Two years after she featured in 
Project Compassion 2017, Nguyet 
has built a successful online business 
selling T-shirts, accessories and home-
cooked snacks made by her sister.

She is also more confident in 
communicating with people – and is 
riding a motorbike she bought from 
her profits.

Nguyet has great hope and a real 
commitment to succeed in her future. 
She hopes her story will inspire others 
to see what is possible for a person 
once isolated and unheard.

Nguyet is a teenager living with a disability in a small 
town in Vietnam. She lived the first 14 years of her 
life isolated at home. Her disability restricted her 
movements and any chance of going to school.
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PROJECT COMPASSION

Dinner with Nguyet and her family

‘I can go out 
independently now. I would 

like to have my own shop 
in the village one day. And I 
hope that other people with 

disabilities in Vietnam will 
receive help like I did. ’

Nguyet making paper flowers

Nguyet from Vietnam

The Venerable Father Rod Bower 
Rector of Gosford and Archdeacon 
of the Central Coast has made 
national headlines with his thought-
provoking billboards at Gosford 
Anglican Church.

He is a passionate advocate for 
human rights issues including marriage 
equality, and believes that our treatment 
of asylum seekers, the lack of action 
on climate change, and the failure to 
adequately recognise First Nations 

people, damages our soul.
Father Bower received the 2016 

Doha International Award for Interfaith 
Dialogue and was named Abyssinian of 
the year by the Muslim community.

Saturday 13 April 2019
11:00 am – 12:30 pm

ErinEarth
1 Kildare Street 

Turvey Park, NSW 2650
Tickets only $11.64 from 
www.eventbrite.com.au

In this compelling talk, Father Rod 
Bower tackles the barriers we must 
overcome to create a world that’s 
inclusive and respectful of everyone.

Reshaping our moral imagination: 
Turning good people into just people

The Venerable Father Rod Bower Rector of Gosford and Archdeacon of the Central Coast



Healing the
Wounds of Abuse
Is a spiritual retreat for anyone who has 

suffered degradation or violation 
through physical, emotional, sexual 

or spiritual abuse. 

The retreat will be held 
July 14th to 19th, 2019

To request an application please contact 
Phillipa Martyr

National Director Grief to Grace Australia by 
emailing: g2gperthwa@gmail.com

For more information visit 
www.grieftograce.org

?
Have you ever 
thought about 
teaching SRE?

Over 100 volunteer SRE Teachers 
generously donate their time each week to 
teach SRE in public schools in our diocese.

But classes are growing 
& we need more help.

If you are able to help an hour or 
two a week please contact 

Trevor Dal Broi 0407 537 994 
or catechist@wagga.catholic.org.au 

Training is provided.

Parishes urgently 
needing SRE volunteers:

• Henty
• Darlington Point and Colleambally

• Berrigan and Mulwala

Nurturing relationships of compassion,  
justice, mutuality and healing

Email katrina.brill@sosj.org.au
www.sosj.org.au

Women of Healing
and Hope
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The aged care complex was sold 
in December to Catholic Healthcare 
and on Friday, an official “ceremony 
of transfer” featured prayers and 
lighting of candles.

David Maher, the managing director, 
of Catholic Healthcare said plans for 
the future of the 65 year old complex 
included an on-site cafe and community 
meeting hub.

Health and wellness centres are also 
being planned for Catholic Healthcare’s 
facilities.

Scott Oehm, chairman of The Haven 
board, said now the sale was completed 
the group - renamed the Opening 

Doors Foundation - was looking to 
develop a 2.5 hectare of land into low 
cost residential housing for seniors 
and working with other community 
organisations in Wagga.

The project is in the early stages of 
planning, Mr Oehm said.

Shane McMullen, the CEO of The 
Haven since 2001, will remain at the 
helm of the Bourke Street complex for 
some months during the transition period, 
but in the longer term will return to the 
Opening Doors Foundation.

“For The Haven, nothing has changed 
from the residents’ point of view,” he said.

“It’s been a very smooth transition.”

A simple ceremony has officially marked both 
the end of an era and the beginning of a new 
one for The Haven complex.

Simple ceremony marks the 
end of an era for The Haven 

by Jody Lindbeck The Daily Advertiser

Above: Sue Guttler, a registered nurse at The Haven, with 92-year-old resident 
Joyce Hutton at the ceremony.



The Grieve Project is a collection 
of stories and poems by Australians 
about grief and loss.  The project is 
run by Newcastle based, not-for-profit 
organisation, Hunter Writers Centre.

The project promotes healing and the 
exploration of grief through storytelling and 
writing, creating a safe community for the 
discussion of this universal emotion. The 
stories help us to learn from each other and 
what is shared might lead to some form of 
liberation from grief.

The Grieve Writing Competition is in honour 
of Grief Awareness Month (August) and the 
annual live reading of the prize winning pieces 
occurs in August. The top 100 stories and 
poems will be published in the 2019 Grieve 
Anthology, sold internationally online through 
the Grieve Project website.

Here are some facts about the project:
• The project will be in its 7th year in 2019 and 

continues to grow every year
• Each year we call for Australians to enter a 

story up to 500 words or up to 36 lines of 
poetry.

• Our judging team includes specialists from a 
range of grief and loss industries.

• Prizes are awarded during Grief Awareness 
month and the anthology is launched

 Family Counselling Services 
 School Wellbeing Program 
 Personal Helpers and Mentors 

Program 
 Employee Assistance Program 
 Family Education Services 
 Complex Case Services 

 Natural Fertility Awareness 
 Settlement Grants Program 
 Recovery Approaches to 

Dementia 
 Pre Marriage Education 
 Partners in Recovery 
 Clinical Clergy Assessments 

www.centacareswnsw.org.au 

Centacare Office Locations: 
 
 
 

ALBURY 
440 Wilson Street 
02 6051 0222 
 

FINLEY 
2 Corree Street 
02 6051 0222 

GRIFFITH 
140 Yambil Street 
02 6964 1447 

  WAGGA WAGGA 
  201 Tarcutta Street 
  02 6923 3888 

 

Centacare South West NSW
Wagga Wagga | Albury | Griffith | Finley
Phone 1300 619 379
www.centacareswnsw.org.au

Bringing Up Great Kids!

What is “Bringing Up Great Kids”??
The “Bringing Up Great Kids” Parenting Program and resources is underpinned by a  
philosophy of promoting and supporting respectful, caring and nurturing relationships  
between parents and their children. Parents are encouraged to become more reflective and 
mindful in their parenting approach.

This six session group program uses ideas of mindfulness and reflection to support parents and  
carers to review and enhance their communication and interactions with their children.

The “BUGK” Program:
Promotes respectful interactions between parents/carers and children, while assisting children in 
developing a positive self-identity and self-esteem.

BUGK looks at “messages from the past”, understanding early brain development, barriers to 
communication and how messages from our own past can impact our reactions to our children’s 
behaviours.

What will I learn in “BUGK”?
“BUGK” is delivered over 6 sessions. Each session will build on the session before, and allow time to 
reflect on your learning.

BRINGING
UP GREAT
KIDS

A PARENTING 
PROGRAM FOR 

BUILDING GOOD 
RELATIONSHIPS 

WITH CHILDREN

Centacare South West NSW
Wagga Wagga | Albury | Griffith | Finley
Phone 1300 619 379
www.centacareswnsw.org.au

Bringing Up Great Kids!

What is “Bringing Up Great Kids”??
The “Bringing Up Great Kids” Parenting Program and resources is underpinned by a  
philosophy of promoting and supporting respectful, caring and nurturing relationships  
between parents and their children. Parents are encouraged to become more reflective and 
mindful in their parenting approach.

This six session group program uses ideas of mindfulness and reflection to support parents and  
carers to review and enhance their communication and interactions with their children.

The “BUGK” Program:
Promotes respectful interactions between parents/carers and children, while assisting children in 
developing a positive self-identity and self-esteem.

BUGK looks at “messages from the past”, understanding early brain development, barriers to 
communication and how messages from our own past can impact our reactions to our children’s 
behaviours.

What will I learn in “BUGK”?
“BUGK” is delivered over 6 sessions. Each session will build on the session before, and allow time to 
reflect on your learning.

BRINGING
UP GREAT
KIDS

A PARENTING 
PROGRAM FOR 

BUILDING GOOD 
RELATIONSHIPS 

WITH CHILDREN

• Learn how to discipline without 
arguing, yelling or smacking

• Learn how to sort behaviours

• Manage challenging and 
testing behaviours

• Choosing your strategy, the 
three choices

• Using Emotion Coaching to 
encourage good behaviour

Where:  Centacare Griffith, 140 Yambil Street
When: 13th, 20th and 27th June 2019

Light refreshments included
Facilitator: Tracey Cottom

Cost: Free - Bookings essential

Parents will receive:
• A 1-2-3 Magic & Emotion Coaching Parent Workbook

• Certificate of Attendance plus additional 
supporting resources

* This course is being run by a Parentshop® licensed practitioner
www.parentshop.com.au

For further information or to register your interest please contact 
Centacare South West NSW 1300 619 379 or email 

info@centacareswnsw.org.au
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1-2-3 MAGIC AND 
EMOTION COACHING 

Griffith
Learn to manage difficult behaviour in children 2-12 years old

Grieve Writing 
Competition
The 14th of February marked the opening of the 2019 
Grieve Writing Project by Hunters Writers Centre.

This 3 session course offers parents and 
carers the opportunity to:

Grieve
Writing 

Competition

 
Closes Wednesday 15 May, 2019 

 
Over $7000 in prizes 

and the opportunity to be published



I began Lent in ashes and don’t 
feel I have got away from them 
yet. The massacre of innocent people 
in Christchurch was not just horrific, 
incomprehensible and terribly sad. It was 
as if it happened next door, as if to my 
neighbour. And the pain and shock are 
not going away soon.

What do you say to your neighbour 
when the person alleged to be responsible 
for such an act comes from your home? 
The smell and taste of ash have spread 
across our two nations.

Jesus, we know, told a memorable story 
in response to the question: ‘Who is 
my neighbour?’ In it, a man lies injured 
by the side of the road, ignored by the 
very people that those listening to the 
story would have expected to assist him. 
Instead it is a Samaritan, a foreigner, who 
generously responds to the man in his 
need.

In fact, if Jesus was repeating that story 
today, the Samaritan might well be a 
Muslim. Often in western society, those 
who are Muslim have been portrayed as 
the neighbour we don’t know and can’t 
trust. Muslims have frequently been 
stereotyped and ‘othered’ in a way that 
denies their basic goodness and humanity.

The first Muslims I remember meeting 
in this country were in Broome, 
descendants of those who brought 
camels into Australia many decades ago. 
I never saw them as anything but kind 
and friendly neighbours in that rich, 
multicultural, coastal town.

New Zealanders are our geographical 
neighbours and there is something 
special between us — a relationship we 

acknowledge at Anzac Day. We share a 
history not only in war but in a culture 
shaped by English colonialism.

Both societies are multicultural 
too, contending with the impacts of 
colonisation upon Indigenous peoples, 
while also being enriched by the 
migration of people from many parts 
of the world. The dead in Christchurch 
remind us that ‘neighbour’ is a word 
which we narrowly define at our peril.

It is now more thana few weeks since 

the massacre and there has been a great 
outpouring of emotion there and across 
the world. These have been days of 
shock, mourning and anger, yet also 
of heart filled warmth, kindness and 
support.

I am finding this Lenten journey 
not quite like ones of other years. It 
is a reminder to allow persons who 
experience pain and loss to be placed 
front and centre before me.

If we allow ourselves to be neighbours 

to those who died in New Zealand, along 
with their friends and families, then this 
cannot become a once only response but 
one that lingers in our hearts, attitudes 
and behaviour.

If this is a call to become better 
neighbours, to New Zealanders and 
to all Muslims everywhere, it is also 
a call to allow ourselves to become 
‘good Samaritans’ in ways that 
those listening to Jesus’ story never 
imagined they would be.

0431 290 725

24 hour towing

We are recommended repairer for:

11 Forge Street, Wagga Wagga

Auto Measuring Systems
Baked Enamel

Courtesy Car Available

69 215 251

Ken & Mary Pty Ltd, Trading as

Lic No: MVRL47719

Ken & Mary Morley Pty Ltd, Trading asAdvanced

AUTOMOTIVE 
ELECTRICS

For all your Auto Electrical Repairs
• Exchange Service • Breakdown Service
• Air Conditioning • Repairs & Servicing

Congratulations 
on your 100th anniversary

Unit 5, 73 Dobney Ave, Wagga Wagga
Mobile: 0428 254 211

Jamie Morley
6925 4242

1866701w

R
M

28
02

64
0

19 Houtman St, Wagga Wagga

596 Hume St, Albury

lExchange Service   lBreakdown Service
lAir Conditioning   lRepairs & Servicing

PAT ZIRILLI AMCAL CHEMIST
398 - 400 Banna Ave, Griffith

           Ph: (02) 6962 3596

• Prescriptions

• Sleep Apnoea Services

• Webster-pack Medication Management

• Be Good to Yourself Weight Management 

Fax: (02) 6962 4931

• Health & Medication checks

• Flu Vaccination Service

• Diabetes Australia Agent (NDSS)

• Fine Fragrances
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‘What do you say to your neighbour when the person alleged to be responsible for such an act 
comes from your home? The smell and taste of ash have spread across our two nations.’ Fr Brian 
McCoy SJ reflects on the Christchurch killings.

Asking ‘Who is my neighbour?’ 
after Christchurch attack

Locals lay flowers in tribute to those killed and injured in the Christchurch attack.  Photo by Fiona Goodall/Getty Images

by Fr Brian F. McCoy SJ,  Provincial



Our College Captains Harris Mitter 
and Gabe Shaw were MC’s and the 
Liturgy of Blessing was led by Fr 
John, Parish Priest of Sacred Heart 
Kooringal, who was assisted by Fr 
Wilf Plunkett. The Marian Centre was 
opened by the Director of Catholic 
Education Diocese of Wagga Wagga, 
Mr Mark MacLean. After the vote of 
thanks a celebratory morning tea was 
held in the Pear Tree Café.

I would like to thank the invited 
guests who attended and staff and 
students assisted with the preparations 
and in the ceremony, particularly the 
College Captains, Mrs Bright and the 
Leadership Team and Mrs Bryce, Mr 
Cutler and the Management Team.

The Ceremony was an opportunity 
to acknowledge those who made this 
project possible; Mr Andrew McIntosh, 
Diocesan Finance and Resource 
Manager of the Catholic Schools Office, 
Project Officer Mr Neil Mangelsdorf 
from Regional Project Managers 
Australia Pty. Ltd., CCA Architects 

from Canberra and Mr Terry Mullins of 
Terry Mullins Constructions, Wagga.

This project was funded by solely 
by the Mater Dei Catholic College 
Community and the Marian Centre 
consists of an open and contemporary 
prayer/liturgy/learning/meeting space, 
a meeting room with kitchenette 
facility, disabled toilet, Psychologist’s 
Office and outdoor breakout area. The 
design of the new spaces allows for 
flexible use, which is well supported 
by technology in the form of several 
interactive televisions.

A special LED lit coloured glass cross, 
commissioned from a Catholic College 
in Perth is a striking feature of the 
Centre. Its design reflects the College’s 
link to Sacred Heart Parish, Kooringal 
and its location on traditional Wiradjuri 
lands. It also acknowledges the 
College’s heritage as a Marian College 
shaped by the Presentation Sisters and 
Christian Brothers and honours the 
five Houses, which are pivotal to life at 
Mater Dei.
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“It all begins with seed”

office@hbseeds.com.au • www.hartbrosseeds.com.au 
Phone: 02 6924 7206 • Fax: 02 6924 7271 
Coffin Rock Lane, Temora Rd Junee 2663

“Remember: Hart Bros Seeds Spring Field Day is 2nd Wednesday in October”

• Insist on Hart Bros quality assured seed 
• Growing, cleaning, sales and distribution of all broadacre seed varieties

• Cleaning, treating and sizing farmer’s retained canola seed

On 5th March invited guests, parents, 
staff and students gathered for the 
blessing and opening of our new 
Religious Learning space. 

Blessing and opening of the 
Marian Centre

Above: Mr Neil Mangelsdorf, Project Officer – Regional Project Managers Australia Pty Ltd 
with Val Thomas, Principal of Mater Dei Catholic College

by Mrs Val Thomas - Principal, Mater Dei Catholic College

Above: The Presentation Sisters with 
(from left) Val Thomas, Principal of 
Mater Dei Catholic College, Fr Wilf 

Plunkett, Fr John, Parish Priest of Sacred 
Heart Kooringal,  and Mark MacLean, 

the Director of Catholic Education 
Diocese of Wagga Wagga

Left: Fr John, Parish Priest of Sacred 
Heart Kooringal,  with Val Thomas, 

Principal of Mater Dei Catholic College, 
and Harris Mitter, School Captain



Sister Rita Kurochkina CSIC was 
born in Kazakhstan into a family 
that was not practising the faith. At 
the age of seven, she first began to go 
to church, but at some point stopped. 
At the age of 14, she found her way 
back to the church, and, together 
with her brother, took the initiative to 
prepare for baptism. “From that day 
on, I went to Holy Mass every single 
day,” she says.

When she decided to enter the 
convent, her mother did not approve 
and refused to give her consent for an 
entire year. Sister Rita, however, did 
not want to enter the order without 
her mother’s permission. She spent a 
year far away from home, working and 
taking care of her aunt. “It was like 
spending a year in exile,” she recalls.

She returned home after a year 
and broached the subject once more 
with her mother. Her mother said, “I 
can see how you are suffering.” She 
finally gave her consent and said that 
Rita should join the order and give 
religious life a try. “That was ten 
years ago and I am happy where I am. 
My family changed their viewpoint 
somewhat when they realised that I 
am not locked away but lead a normal 
life, that everything is okay and that 

I am happy.” Her mother has begun 
attending Holy Mass on Sundays and 
on holidays.

“I chose this congregation specifically 
because of the Virgin Mary. Beginning 
at a very early age, Mary has always 
come first for me. Mary is very 
important to me and that is why 
I wanted to join an order that is 
associated with the Blessed Mother.”

The community
The order of the Sisters of the 

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary was founded in Poland 
in the 1850s to support both the 
spiritual and the intellectual formation 
of women and girls. To this day, the 
congregation is primarily active in 
Poland, but can also be found in a 
number of Eastern European countries, 
as Kazakhstan. The religious sisters 
run schools, kindergartens and 
children’s homes, teach catechesis in 
parishes and give religious instruction 
at public schools, take care of poor 
children and support impoverished 
families. Some provide pastoral care 
to prisoners. The religious sisters also 
organise retreats.

Kapshagay is a city of about 57,000 
inhabitants located several hours by 
car from the capital Almaty. In 2001, 

an Italian priest founded a Catholic 
centre there. He had a church built on 
the outskirts of the city and purchased 
several houses. He also set up a soup 
kitchen. When he noticed that the soup 
kitchen was being frequented by a 
growing number of children, children 
who were living on the streets or being 
neglected, he asked the religious sisters 
to take care of these children.

Since that time, the facility has grown 
to include a number of houses, each 
of which is named after a saint. A 
Catholic community has developed 
around the centre. A growing number 
of people from the city are attending 
divine services.

Three sisters, all of them born in 
Kazakhstan, work in the house of 
St. Clara. They currently take care 
of 18 children with difficult family 

situations.
Sister Rita says, “Spiritually, the 

communist system (during Soviet 
times) devastated the people in this 
country. Many stopped believing in 
God, which led to addiction problems 
and dysfunctional families. And the 
children suffer the consequences. 
The children who come to us have 
experienced trauma and tragedy. 
The children were forced to witness 
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Meet Sister Rita Kurochkina 
From the Congregation of the Sisters 
of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary in Kazakhstan

‘What I like best is that 
we all live here together, 

even though we originally 
came from different 

families. There are many 
of us and you can see 

the hand of God in that 
we have succeeded in 
building a family. ’

359 Wantigong St, Albury
Ph 6040 5066

49 Thomas Mitchell Dr, Wodonga
Ph 6056 1700

www.lesterandson.com.au

All Hours - All Areas
Pre-planned Funerals AvailableDarren Eddy & Andrew Harbick

Lester & Son
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Caring for our Catholic community with 
personal and professional care since 1907

continued on page 13...



Lillypilly Wines
Family Owned Boutique Winery

Monday to Saturday 10am to 5pm

visit us and have a taste

47 Lillypilly Rd, Leeton NSW 2705
Tel: 02 6953 4069
www.lillypilly.com
www.facebook.com/lillypillywines

JAMES HALLIDAY -5 STARS
Australian Wine Companion 2015

Lillypilly 2011 Noble Blend

ROB GEDDES MW
Australian Wine Vintages 2015

Lillypilly Noble Blend

LOCAL, RELIABLE AND HONEST 
LIVESTOCK AND PROPERTY AGENTS 

CATTLE - SHEEP - RURAL PROPERTY 
SALES - CLEARING SALES 

Congratulations on your 100th 
Anniversary 

CALL US NOW 
02 6921 6366 

Licensee in charge
T.P Francis Lic No 267422 
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drunken scenes in their parent’s 
homes, they experienced violence and 
ran away from home. They ended up 
homeless on the streets. Each child 
has his or her own story and drama. 
We have to start at the very beginning 
again with them and teach them even 
the most basic things, for example that 
they can eat a hot meal every day and 
that they do not need to hide their food 
from the others.”

At the moment, the youngest of the 
children is a four-year-old girl by the 
name of Rina, but the children’s home 
also takes in small babies.

Impact of the work
Sister Rita: “We have to do 

everything with the children that a 
mother would at home.” The religious 
sisters prepare meals, do laundry, take 
the children to kindergarten and to 
school and to extracurricular activities 
such as sports or music lessons, they 
pray with the children, help them with 
their homework and show them how 
to take on simple household chores to 
teach them responsibility, just as would 
be the case in a normal family. Special 

interests and abilities are taken note of 
so that the children can develop them.

However, it is particularly difficult 
when a new child joins the group. Due 
to the terrible experiences that many of 
them have had in their birth families, 
the children are often psychologically 
conspicuous. In some cases, a 
psychologist has to be called in. The 
religious sisters try to connect with 
each of the children through much love 
and patience.

Once the children have completed 
secondary school, the religious sisters 
help them begin a course of study at 
university or professional training. 
Several of the former attendants of 
the children’s home already have 
families of their own and come visit 
the religious sisters with their own 
children. They say, “These are your 
grandchildren!”

Statements from the children:Sister 
Rita: “What I like best is that we all 
live here together, even though we 
originally came from different families. 
There are many of us and you can 
see the hand of God in that we have 
succeeded in building a family. We 
go together to divine services and to 
pray the rosary and know that Jesus 
accepts these children and that Jesus is 
also important to these children. Every 
day with the children is a day full of 
adventure. It will be my greatest joy to 
see these children grow up to be good 
people who also take care of others, do 
good and carry the good forward. For 
us, that will be the greatest reward.”

Vitalik, 9 years old: “I like it that 
the sisters take care of us, that they 
help us and love us.” The boy has 
hearing problems. The doctor therefore 
recommended that he learn an 
instrument. He is taking guitar lessons, 
which he enjoys very much. He dreams 
of becoming a priest one day.

Angelina (no age given, perhaps 
around 7-8 years old): “What I like 

best about the sisters is when they 
are happy and laugh. They take care 
of us and raise us well. They watch 
movies with us and play with us. I 
like that they let us go to additional 
activities. I spend the holidays with 
my grandmother, but live here during 
the school year.” She sings a song: “I 
ask of you, o Lord, to come into my 
little heart.” She dreams of becoming a 
religious sister.

continued from page 12...

‘It will be my greatest 
joy to see these children 

grow up to be good 
people who also take 

care of others, do good 
and carry the good 

forward. ’



Bring your own 
lunch.

Sacred Heart 
Parish, Griffith
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
readers are advised that this article 
contains images of a person who has 
died. Permission to publish these 
images has been granted by the family.

Deacon Boniface was the first 
Indigenous permanent deacon to 
be ordained in Australia following 
the reforms of the Second Vatican 
Council, but was also an Indigenous 
senior elder of the Kardu Diminin clan 
and the traditional owner of the land on 
which the town of Wadeye (Port Keats) 
is built. 

“Deacon Boniface was a profoundly 
respected elder within the Aboriginal 
community, well known for his deep 
spirituality and his service to his 
Indigenous brothers and sisters,” said 
Bishop Columba Macbeth-Green 
OSPPE, chairman of the Bishops 
Commission for Relations with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples.

Deacon Boniface had the rare 

privilege of meeting three popes during 
his lifetime: Paul VI, John Paul II and 
Benedict XVI. 

He assisted at the celebration of Mass 
with John Paul II in Alice Springs in 
1986, when the Pope delivered the 
famous address to the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander People. He 
again assisted Pope John Paul II at the 
Mass for the beatification of St Mary 
of the Cross MacKillop in Sydney in 
1995 and was present in Rome for her 
Canonisation in 2010. 

He was among those who welcomed 
Pope Benedict to Australia in 2008 to 
celebrate World Youth Day in Sydney.

Archbishop Christopher Prowse, 
chairman of the Bishops Commission 
for Evangelisation, Laity and Ministry, 
also acknowledged Deacon Boniface’s 
service. 

“Deacon Boniface was the epitome of 
the diaconal ministry. He was widely 
regarded for his preaching in his native 
language and developing the faith 

community of Port Keats,” Archbishop 
Prowse said.

“He lived his diaconal vocation in 
complete service of others.” 

Darwin Bishop Charles Gauci 
extended his condolences to Deacon 
Boniface’s family and the Northern 
Territory community. 

Bishop Gauci said: “May the Eternal 
Father now welcome him with those 
words of Scripture: ‘Well done, good 
and faithful servant! Come and share 
your Master’s happiness!’”

creative in this task of rethinking the 
goals, structures, styles and methods 
of evangelization in their respective 
communities. A proposal of goals 
without adequate communal search 
for the means of achieving them will 
inevitably prove illusory….” (Par 33. 

The Joy of the Gospel) have become 
more meaningful for those who have 
been involved in the discussion to date.  

The Catholic bishops of Australia have paid 
tribute to the deep spirituality and decades of 
service of Deacon Boniface Perdjert following 
his death on March 18 2019.

Bishops pay tribute to deacon’s 
service and faith

Photo by Mark Crocombe. This photo was published on the front cover of Darwin Diocese’s Unity 
magazine to mark Deacon Boniface’s 80th birthday

Deacon Boniface with Pope Benedict XVI

‘Deacon Boniface 
was a profoundly 
respected elder 

within the Aboriginal 
community, well 

known for his deep 
spirituality and 

his service to his 
Indigenous brothers 

and sisters. ’

6023 1300

Stephen Jacobs     Audiologist     BSc, DipAud, DipEd, MAudSA(CCP)

563 Wyse St Albury NSW 2640      www.alburyhearingaids.com.au

Albury Audio Diagnostics
Audiology and Hearing Aid Clinic

Our Services
• The selection, fitting and trial of hearing aids to improve your hearing
• Adult and Child Hearing Assessments
• Employment, WorkSafe Vic and WorkCover NSW Hearing Services

Come and go or 
stay all day

COME & JOIN US
Majellan Room

Church Hall

for All Ages and Stages   9:30am to 3:00pm every Tuesday



Shop 10 Neslo Arcade, 117 Baylis Street Wagga Wagga Ph 6921 7813
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30 years of faith and food

Nabiha Koriaty has many reasons 
to be thankful.

Her iconic business Nabiha’s Kitchen 
is celebrating 30 years of operation in 
the same Wagga Wagga location this 
month and at the age of 77, she says 
that she has never felt spiritually or 
physically better.

Nabiha had been seeing a specialist 
to treat a serious shoulder injury that 
she sustained whilst caring for her sick 
brother back in 2012.

“My brother fell and I managed to 
catch him, but I damaged my shoulder. 
The doctors say that I need cortisone 
needle and painkillers, but I say no.”

“God knows every part of my body, 
and I put my faith in him.”

12 months and many prayers later, 
Nabiha says that one day the pain just 
‘disappeared’.

“Suddenly my pain was gone and I 

say ‘Praise God, it’s a miracle!’.  My 
energy came back double since then.” 
she said.

The extra energy comes in handy 
considering her daily routine which 
always starts early in her garden which 
provides all of the fresh herbs, fruit and 
vegetables for her Lebanese kitchen.

During her 30 years in Wagga 
Wagga’s Neslo Arcade, Nabiha has seen 
many people come and go through her 
shop’s doors and is looking forward 
to welcoming more for her 30-year 
celebrations.

“I was the first shop to open in this 
arcade and I’ll probably be the last one 
to close.”

Everyone is invited to help 
celebrate 30 years of Nabiha’s 
Kitchen Lebanese Food with cake, 
balloons, face painting and dips, 
10am-3pm, Saturday 27 April 2019.

The iconic, Nabiha Koriaty, has been serving 
Wagga Wagga residents the very best in 
Lebanese food for 30 years and will be 
celebrating this very special achievement.



A Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend is a Marriage Enrichment 
experience for married couples – set 
in peaceful, picturesque surroundings, 
away from the distractions of 
everyday life.  During the weekend, 
couples have a unique opportunity to 
reconnect, rekindle and refresh their 
relationship.   

Weekend date: 
26th – 28th April at Mt 
Carmel Retreat Centre, 

Varroville, NSW
Bookings online at www.wwme.org.au 
or contact Adrian and Janet Sullivan: 

on 0490 774 419 or 
adrian.janet1@bigpond.com

The transformation of the St 
Vincent de Paul Society NSW into a 
contemporary social service agency 
continues with the launch on March 
4th of the 2020-2022 Strategic Plan.

Vinnies NSW CEO Jack de Groot said the 
charity had evolved to become a leading 
organisation providing both grass-roots 
assistance via members and volunteers in 
communities across the state as well as 
services in the areas of homelessness and 
supported accommodation, community 
development, disability and health.

“Vinnies NSW is embedded in a strong 
heritage and mission.The people we 
serve are at the heart of everything we 
do,” Mr de Groot said.

“The 2020-2022 Strategic Plan positions 
Vinnies to build on our achievements 
while meeting the significant challenges 
we currently face in the community 
sector.”

Over the past five years, Vinnies 
NSW has helped thousands of people 

experiencing poverty or disadvantage, 
with 125,000 people receiving assistance 
in the last 12 months alone.

During this period, Vinnies NSW has 
raised over $200 million of capital for 
the construction of over 500 social and 
affordable dwellings, and Vinnies shops 
generated $330 million across the State.

As a Local Area Coordinator for the 
National Disability Insurance Scheme 
(NDIS), Vinnies NSW is managing more 
than 30,000 participants in the scheme.

“Partnering with government in 
the provision of services is both an 
opportunity and a challenge,” Mr de 
Groot said.

“Community sector organisations 
need to have robust governance and 
sound infrastructure to support service 
delivery. We need to be able to assess 
and report on our performance to 
members and funding bodies, and ensure 
long-term financial sustainability so 
we can continue to provide excellent 

services to people experiencing poverty 
or disadvantage.”

Mr De Groot said the 2020-2022 
Strategic Plan identified six strategic 
priorities to build upon the recent 
achievements and provide people 
experiencing poverty and disadvantage 
with a ‘hands- up’. They are:
1. Excellence in service underpinned by 

evidence and evaluated for impact
2. A thriving membership, volunteer and 

employee culture
3. An entrepreneurial and sustainable 

financial approach to support our 
mission

4. Effective infrastructure and technology 
platforms and asset management

5. Robust governance
6. Advocacy and partnership to reform 

the structural causes of poverty and 
disadvantage.

The St Vincent de Paul Society NSW 
2020-2022 Strategic Plan is available 
at www.vinnies.org.au/StrategicPlan
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St Vincent de Paul Society 
NSW prepares for the future

A weekend of discovery 
... a lifetime of love

Parking: Please use Mt Erin Boarding School entrance or Kildare Ave entrance.

Open every 
Tuesday and Wednesday

10am to 2pm
and also by appointment

Open the first 
Saturday of  every month

10am to 2pm 

Specialises in Chinese and Vietnamese cuisine
• Open 6 days - lunch & dinner
• BYO
• Banquets and group bookings
• Takeaway and business lunch menu

SAIGON restaurant

[P] 6921 2212   89-91 Morgan St, Wagga Wagga

Lives change
when we all
give 100%

PLEASE
DONATE
TODAY

1800 024 413
lent.caritas.org.au

#projectcompassion
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That’s the advice from Peter 
Gates, Deputy National Director of 
Catholic Mission, joint organisers 
with Catholic Religious Australia of 
the ‘Mission: one heart many voices’ 
conference, to be held from May 13-15 
at the SMC Conference and Function 
Centre. 

It comes following the release on 
Tuesday of the program of concurrent 
sessions, which reveals a wealth of 
interactive and immersive masterclasses, 
workshops, keynotes and conversations 
across the conference’s three days. 

‘The program entails a broad cross-
section of contemporary issues, from 
caring for our common home, to working 
towards healing for those so hurt by the 

failings of our Church, to our ongoing 
striving for reconciliation with our 
Indigenous brothers and sisters,’ says Mr 
Gates. 

‘The ‘Mission: one heart many voices’ 
conference intends to support participants 
to live and lead mission in their 
workplaces, parishes, and communities, 
providing the tools and inspiration to do 
that through the immensely rich talent 
presenting and facilitating across the 
program.’ 

The program can be viewed online, with 
registrations fast filling up. ‘Now is the 
time to register and begin thinking about 
what insights and questions you can bring 
to the conference,’ says Mr Gates. 

‘While it is intended to be a mission 

learning and development space, it has 
always been as much about listening 
and dialogue and nurturing familiar 
and unfamiliar relationships between 
participants.’ 

Keynote speakers at the conference 
include Dr Carol Zinn ssj, Executive 
Director of the Leadership Conference 
of Women Religious; Coordinator of 
Murri Ministry in Queensland Ravina 
Waldren; and Bishop Paul Tighe, one of 
the Vatican’s chief officials on culture and 
communication. 

Highlights of the program include: 
• Plenary Council 2020 – masterclass 

led by Plenary Council President 
Archbishop Timothy Costelloe and 
Plenary Council Facilitator Lana Turvey-
Collins examining some of the key 
learnings of the process to date; 

• A Conversation with Mrs Ravina 
Waldren and Mrs Evelyn Parkin – an 
open invitation for all participants to 

engage with Indigenous leaders Mrs 
Ravina Waldren and Mrs Evelyn Parkin 

• Leadership for Mission Today – A 
masterclass led by Dr Carol Zinn ssj; 

• Ever ancient, ever new – the voice 
of the young Church – Joel Duval and 
Charlene Robson will explore practical 
concepts that dioceses, organisations and 
groups can use with youth today in the 
secular world to assist them in exploring 
their faith and what that means; 

• Wonder and Awe: The crucial 
first step in personal formation to 
implement the teachings from Laudato 
Si’ – Catholic Earthcare Director Bernard 
Holland presents a workshop illustrating 
how head, heart and hands can carry out 
the mission of the church by enculturating 
Laudato Si’ into our lives; 

• ...and many more! 
To view the full program and to 

register, head to mohmv.com.au or 
call 1800 257 296 today. 

Conference participants spoilt for 
choice following reveal of program
If you haven’t yet registered for Australia’s premier 
conference on mission to be held in Sydney next 
month, take a look at the program and join us now! 

Pope Francis has declared October 2019 as the Extraordinary Month of Mission and he is specifically 
asking us to pray and act so that both mission and the Church can strengthen and grow.

As an aid to prepare for this, Catholic Mission in the Diocese of Wagga Wagga has prepared this daily 
calendar and prayer that can be used any month of the year as a resource to pray for all areas of mission 
in our diocese.

Loving God, source of all Life and love, we ask you to bless the
 missionary activities of (nominated place / ministry for the day).

We remember them and their call to mission of sharing Your love to all.
May Your perfect and overflowing love be felt by each and every person in this place. 

Help them to see clearly where the Spirit is leading them.
May they always say yes to love, and have the courage to say no when the leading is not right.
We pray this with trust in the name of Jesus, the compassion of God, confident that it will make 

Your love perfect and Your joy complete in us. Amen.

Our Lady, Help of Christians, pray for us. St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.

Diocese of Wagga Wagga
2019 Mission Daily Prayer

“Prayer is the first ‘missionary work’ - the first! - that every Christian can and must do, and it 
is also the most effective, even if this cannot be measured.”  - Pope Francis

Catholic Mission,



 Saint Isidore of Seville 
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St. Francis of Paola

St. Isidore
St. Vincent Ferrer

St. Stanislaus
St. Peter Chanel
St. John Baptist 

de la Salle

St. Catherine of Siena

St. Pius V
St. Louis Mary 

de Montfort

St. Gianna Molla
Bl. Marie de 
I’Incarnacion

Find all of the words or phrases in 
the puzzle that are in BOLD in the 

word bank below:

APRIL SAINTS & FEAST DAYS

Word Search

- Saint Isidore -
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Anzac Biscuits

Ingredients:
2 cups rolled oats

2 cups flour
2 cups coconut

1 1/2 cups sugar
250g butter

4 tbsp golden syrup
1 tsp baking soda

2 tblsp boiling water

Method: 
• Turn oven to 160°C. Lightly grease oven trays.

• Place oats, flour, coconut, sugar in big mixing 
bowl.

• Melt butter and golden syrup in saucepan. Take 
off heat.

• Mix baking soda and boiling water in a cup. Add 
to melted butter mixture in the pan. Quickly add 
to big mixing bowl. Mix well.

• Roll tablespoonfuls of the mixture into balls. 
Place on trays 5cm apart. Press lightly with fork.

• Bake for 20 minutes.

Crunchy and delicious, Anzac biscuits made with oats are a lower GI alternative to 
many packet biscuits and are cheap to make. Containing coconut, golden syrup and 

butter, these biscuits do not use egg as a binding agent.

Recipe...



I have a good priest friend who 
never gives up on people. He worked 
for some time in Melbourne’s inner city 
and even let homeless gang members 
live with him while they put their lives 
back together. Those kids had lived 
tough lives and had done some bad 
things, but my friend was always able to 
see their potential and, regardless of the 
mistakes they had made, worked hard to 
help them develop it.

That’s the point of Jesus’ fig-tree 
parable. God is the patient gardener, 
advising the landowner against cutting 
down the tree. God promises to fertilise 
it. Give it time – it just needs a little 
help.

It’s nice to know that’s how God 
deals with us. Too often I give up on 
people. I think they can’t change. Or, I 
look at how hard it is for me to change 
sinful habits and I want to give up on 
myself. During those times Penance 
and Reconciliation can be good for me. 
The sacrament reminds me about God’s 
patience with me and God’s willingness 
to “fertilise” me so that I grow. God 

fertilises us through prayer, Mass, 
service, and friends with similar values. 
Penance and Reconciliation also remind 
me to show God’s mercy to others. 

Finally, it often reminds me that 
I can fertilise the lives of others by 
listening and caring about them without 
judgment, as well as by challenging 
their behaviour lovingly when they are 
on the wrong track. 

Lent is a good time to add some 
fertiliser to your life. And celebrating 
Penance and Reconciliation can be a 
great gardening technique.

How could an honest conversation 
about life with a respected adult help 
a young person grow?
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Add some fertiliser to 
your life this Lent

ACROSS
1 “___ us this day our daily
bread…”
5 Birth month of Mary (abbr.)
9 ___Meal
14 First of all
15 Above
16 Personal interests
17 Musical composition for one
18 Castor’s mother
19 Make like Rip Van Winkle
20 Excess
22 Active
23 Respect
24 Capital of Tibet
26 Fall
28 Unintelligent
32 “Well, lah-di-___!”
35 Mark with oil
37 Our Mother of Perpetual Help,
for example
38 John Paul II’s “Ecclesia in ___”
40 Alphabet string
41 Goya’s goose egg
42 Paradise Lost?
43 Office of the pope
46 “___ Kapital”
47 St. John ___ (Basilica)
49 Rattletrap
51 Grasps
53 It may be subordinate

57 Ramble
60 Eastern
62 Penske rival
63 Off-base sort?
64 Lead-in to girl
65 “And I will ___ you up on
eagle’s wings”
66 Glace or tasse starter
67 What we abstain from
68 Duck with soft down
69 Space
70 “Judith” composer
DOWN
1 Diocese in Quebec
2 False gods
3 Servant
4 Chewed the scenery
5 Son of David
6 Mary, ___-Virgin
7 Foot-operated lever
8 Lilt syllable
9 Italian city of St. Clare
10 Electrifying
11 Tropical tree
12 Rind
13 Catch sight of
21 Daughter of Cronus
22 The ___ Judgment
25 She gave birth to the prophet
who anointed Saul
27 Homeland of John Paul II

29 Chilled
30 Mrs. Nick Charles
31 Son of Seth
32 Author of Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory
33 On the ocean
34 Sword handle
36 Mischievous child
39 Tavern
43 Altar linen
44 Patron saint of musicians
45 Catholic commentator Buckley,
author of God and Man at ___

48 Wheel
50 Broad-brimmed hat
52 Character in one of Jesus’ parables
54 Speak
55 In Job, it was said that he
roamed and patrolled the earth
56 Bring up?
57 Free from doubt
58 Southeast Asian cuisine
59 Sudden assault
61 Where the Vatican is
63 United States farmer’s org.

Crossword
The Passion and Resurrection Crossword

This one is a challenge! See page 24 for the answers.

IN FOCUS:
Be Patient!
 The gospel today may seem a bit 

odd to us. Most of us don’t cultivate 
fig trees and we don’t generally have 
gardeners. So, let’s substitute a rose 
bush, one that we planted three years 
ago and so far has not produced a 
single rose.

We very likely would dig it out 
and replace it with a plant that will 
produce. Whether figs or roses, 
the point of today’s gospel is that 
God does not give up on us. We get 
chance after chance to “produce”. 

This Lent we can imitate the 
patience and love of God by not 
expecting those around us to always 
produce, achieve, or succeed 

according to our expectations. God 
trusts that each will bear fruit in his 
or her own time, and if that’s good 
enough for God, why are we so 
impatient!

Patience … Today’s gospel gives 
us much food for thought though we 
perhaps don’t think of it as a lesson 
about patience. Yet the gardener who 
begs for one more year is clearly 
calling for this difficult-to-practice 
virtue. We need patience with our 
spouse, our children, our co-workers, 
our friends; we need to let them 
grow at the pace God has set for 
them. Think about this today and be 
patient in small ways that you might 
pave the way for patience in greater 
things.

You, O God, are like a great 
gardener who allows me to grow at 
my own pace. May I imitate your 
patience and love with those around 
me. Give me the grace this Lent to 
bloom and grow, and give me the 
patience to let others do the same. 
I give you praise, great gardener. 
Amen.w

w
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What a wonderful day St Joseph’s 
had at their recent athletics 
carnival. The students showed great 
sportsmanship and participated 
enthusiastically to support their 
house. A big thank you to Leah 
Sandral for organising the day and all 
the parents who volunteered their time 
with the timekeeping, marshaling and 
supervising individual events.

St Joseph’s Primary School, Wagga

On 3rd April Sacred Heart students participated in the Famine Fundraiser where 
their students gave up eating their normal lunch to have a bowl of rice.

According to www.foodaidfoundation.org, 795 million people in the world do not 
have enough food to lead a healthy active life. That’s about one in nine people on 
earth. The vast majority of the world’s hungry people live in developing countries, 
where about 13% percent of the population is undernourished.

Sacred Heart Primary, Wagga Holy Trinity Primary, West Wagga

Holy Trinity recently 
celebrated their cultural 
diversity, inclusiveness, 
respect and a sense of 
belonging for everyone.

The message of 
Harmony Day was: 
Everyone Belongs.
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Mater Dei Primary, Wagga

Year 4 students at 
Mater Dei Primary 
learned how to 
code their Ozobots. 
These tiny robots 
require no devices, 
students draw a 
series of colour 
codes to control 
their Ozobot.



St Columba’s Primary, Berrigan

Holy Spirit’s Year 6 recently experienced the 
Yindyamarra Sculpture Walk. Mr Darren Wighton 
chatted to the students about Aboriginal land use and 
thriving off the land in a sustainable way.

Holy Spirit Primary School, LavingtonSt Joseph’s School, Leeton

The students at St Columba’s enjoyed 
getting creative outdoors with paint.

Stage 2 Science 
students at St 
Joseph’s School 
in Leeton recently 
made pendulums 
of different lengths 
and investigated the 
number of oscillations.
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Kindergarten at St Michael’s Primary enjoyed using 
a variety of new equipment purchased from money 
raised by their wonderful P&F. Thank you for all of 
your wonderful fundraising efforts. As always, you do 
a magnificent job. 

St Michael’s Primary School, Coolamon
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The Pallotine sisters in Rwanda 
were founded by Saint Vincent 
Pallotti a very holy man, who helped 
the simple and poor people, the 
orphans and the sick.

The sisters in Masaka work in 
the health-centre. Their biggest 
challenge is tending to all the needs 
of the local community.
Can you help the religious sisters 
who give their lives in order to be 
Christ to others?

    I don’t know if I would survive 
if the sisters were not here. They 
help me in everything: to find a 
house, they brought me to the 
hospital, they take my children to 
school and make sure we have 
something to eat...Probably I 
would die if the sisters weren’t 
here.         Mkasumi Mariana

1  My Offering:                                         TW $ Amount

Please accept my donation to support 
religious sisters in need.

2  My Payment:
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to Aid to the 
Church in Need OR debit my Visa / Mastercard.

Expiry date: ___ /___  Signature: _____________________

3  My Details: (BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE)

Title: _____  Name: ________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________

________________________________________________

State:  _________________  Postcode: ________________

Phone:  _________________________________________

Email:  __________________________________________

Date of birth: _____________________

4  I would like to receive a comfort cross         
     (offerings of $30+) If Yes, tick box  

Thanks to God. Thanks to You.

5  Please return to: Aid to the Church in Need
PO Box 335 Penrith NSW 2751 or call us on

1800 101 201 

Donate online:
www.aidtochurch.org/TW

Together’s Editor, Karene Eggleton welcomed her baby boy last month. 
If you have a birth announcement please email through the details and we 
will publish it for you.

we welcome with love

Ignatius
W A L T E R
D A R B Y

Eggleton
BORN 13TH MARCH 2019
at 9:52PM 3560 GRAMS

Community Notices

Date: Saturday 18th May 2019 

Venue: Ganmain Hall 

Tickets at the door. 
Doors open and 

BBQ dinner at 5.30pm
Dancing starts at 6.30pm

Supper 8.30pm

 

$10 individuals or $30 families
Sausage sandwiches $1.50

Steak sandwiches $3.00, salads free. 
Can of drink $2.00 - Tea, Coffee and Water available. 

This is an alcohol-free event. BYO plate to share for supper. 

All funds raised will go towards 
Ganmain Catholic Parish refurbishments. 

Contact: Father Justin Darlow 6927 6438 or 0407 734 747
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The St Vincent de Paul Conference, Leeton

We pay tribute to the life of 

Garry Chambers
He was a member of the Society for over 30 years.

He served on the Night Conferences as he did the Day 
Conferences. He was a President many times.

He was a role model for us at The Society 
and for society at large.

- Rest In Peace -

St. Brendan’s 
Inaugural Bush Dance

Featuring the OMG Bush Band

Games, prizes and food
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MORNING TEA & LUNCH PROVIDED 
COST: DONATION 

 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST TO  
CACW SECRETARY ANNE BROWN: 

cacw.waggawagga@gmail.com 
 

   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

FOR WOMEN 
 

GUEST PRESENTER:  SALLY NEAVES 
 

FACILITATOR:   JILL McCORQUODALE SPONSORED BY 
THE DIOCESE OF WAGGA WAGGA AND 
THE COUNCIL FOR AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC WOMEN 

Students from Sacred Heart 
Tocumwal, St Joseph’s Finley, St 
Peter’s Coleambally and St Joseph’s 
Jerilderie joined St Columba’s to 
celebrate Catholic Schools Week. 

The day started with a small liturgy 
in the church followed by rotational 
activities including music, Aboriginal 
art and sport. Skillzone and South West 
music brought along representatives 
to help run the day. Students were also 
joined by Luke, Mary and Jassmine, 
the Aboriginal workers from Catholic 
Education in Wagga Wagga.

The local Berrigan Lion’s Club shared 
their services and cooked the barbeque 
for the hot and hungry children. It was 
a great celebration for all five schools 
and a really great way to start Catholic 
School’s Week. This year’s theme 
is Discovering the Catholic School 
Difference.

On 4 March, over 200 school students 
from five neighbouring schools in the 
South West gathered on the grounds of St 
Columba’s Primary School in Berrigan. 

Discovering the Catholic School 
Difference



Pope Francis has urged young people to embrace 
their role as the present and the future of the 
Catholic Church by building relationships with their 
community and with God. 
The Holy Father this evening 

issued the apostolic exhortation 
following last year’s Synod of 
Bishops on Young People, the Faith 
and Vocational Discernment. 

The exhortation, Christus Vivit (Christ 
is Alive), takes the form of a letter to 
young people and, through them, to the 
entire People of God.  

Sydney Archbishop Anthony Fisher 
OP, a Synod delegate and then-Bishop 
Delegate for Youth, said Pope Francis 
“presents a vision of and for youth that 
is optimistic and hopeful”.

“I am pleased that the Holy Father 
dedicates much of this letter to 
encouraging young people to cultivate 
a friendship with Jesus Christ and 
to invest in family life, in building 
relationships within their community 
and to join with others to serve the 
poor,” Archbishop Fisher said. 

“There are so many voices in society 
today promoting individualism and 
independence as a means of personal 
fulfilment, but this has left too many 
youth feeling increasingly isolated, 
even with the ease of present forms of 
communication.”

Bishop Columba Macbeth-Green 
OSPPE, the current Bishop Delegate 
for Youth, also honed in on Pope 
Francis’ strong message of hope in 
Christus Vivit.

“In the midst of all the problems in 
our world and in our Church that cause 
anxiety and alienation among many 
young people, the Pope’s exhortation 
offers young people the hope of 
Christ,” Bishop Macbeth-Green said.

“Pope Francis is not afraid to name 
the problems facing young people in 
our world, particularly exploitation 
in all its many forms, but he does not 
dwell on the negatives. He invites 
young people to take their place as the 
‘now of the Church’, work in solidarity 
to fight evil and live the gift of the 

‘present’.”
Bishop Macbeth-Green said he was 

particularly heartened by the three 
“truths” Pope Francis offers to young 
people: “God loves you”; “Christ saves 

you”; and “Jesus is alive”.
“The challenge now for young people 

– and indeed for all the Church – is to 
bring the Pope’s words off the page and 
into our hearts,” he said.

Malcolm Hart, director of the 
Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference’s Office for Youth, said 
it will take time to reflect upon the 
68-page document, but some early 
messages speak loudly.

“Christus Vivit acknowledges many 
of the challenges facing the young, 
including how older people sometimes 

dismiss them, but also the gifts and 
energy they bring to our world,” said 
Mr Hart, who also serves as a consultor 
to the Vatican Dicastery for Laity, 
Family and Life.

“Pope Francis calls the Church to 
become young again and embrace 
the opportunities presented by young 
people.

“Christus Vivit highlights the need to 
accompany young people so they can 
answer the call to lead the Church in 
new ways, as did Mary and many other 
saints like St Francis of Assisi.”

www.astorinn.com.au | 104 Edward St, Wagga Wagga NSW 2650 | (02) 6921 4328
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Thomasinas
CHARCOAL GRILLCHARCOAL GRILL
Thomasinas

OPEN 7 DAYS 
BREAKFAST - LUNCH & DINNER

Congratulations
on your 

100th
Anniversary

Fully 
licensed

Hotel/Motel

SMITH’S MOTOR 
GARAGE

58-60 GREEN ST LOCKHART 

PH 02 6920 5556

LMD 6808 - Channel13 UHF
Hydraulic hose manufacturers and suppliers

Steel supplies, engineering and welding supplies
Dealers for Robin & Delta stationary engines

- Authorised Mitsubishi Dealers -
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Together is now 
on Facebook..!
We’d love you to drop 
by our new page at: 

www.facebook.com/
togetherwagga/ 

and like us.

Answers for the Crossword Puzzle on page 19:

Pope Francis writes to young people: the 
‘now of the Church’

Australian pilgrims at the World Youth Day 2019 Australian Gathering in Panama City. Image: Diocese of Parramatta.



40 Days with the Holy Spirit will inspire you 
to encounter God in fresh and surprising 
ways. You’ll develop stronger spiritual muscles 
as you breathe, read, reflect, and pray - all 
with an eye to cultivating a relationship with 
the least familiar member of the Trinity. The 
book is interactive, offering the opportunity to 
write and pray each day; intelligent, rooted in 
a rigorous study of Scripture, from Genesis to 
Revelation; and inviting, with 40 insightful, 
well-planned 20-30 minute daily exercises; and 
prayerful, with 40 original prayers that capture 
each day’s insight into the deep, spiritual work 
of the Holy Spirit.

“Jack Levison’s lively new book 40 Days 
with the Holy Spirit is an engaging devotional 
that invites the Christian community to be 
reacquainted with the person and ministry of 
the Holy Spirit. I read it as a Pentecostal pastor/
theologian and it provoked me to consider anew 
how the Spirit is actively at work in my life 
and in the world. Though there are differences 
in pneumatology within the body of Christ, 
all who read this book will have to affirm that 
the Spirit is moving and Jack has caught its 
zeal!”- Johnathan E. Alvarado, Senior Pastor, 
Grace Church International, and Professor of 
Theology, Beulah Heights University, Atlanta, 
Georgia

“Jack Levison’s new devotional will guide you 
into the theme of the Holy Spirit in Scripture, 
aiming for spiritual formation, not just spiritual 
information. My favorite part: the simple 
prayers at the end of each reading. A beautiful, 
accessible, and soul-nourishing resource!” - 
Brian D. McLaren, Author of We Make the 
Road by Walking

“Jack Levison combines a scholar’s intimate 
knowledge of scripture with a born writer’s 
mastery of nuance, style, empathy and humor. 

Every page of this book brims with reverence 
for God and common-sense wisdom won 
the hard way.” - David Laskin, author of The 
Family

“40 Days with the Holy Spirit opens a door 
for all seekers, religious and irreligious, to 
experience ‘God’s Spirit-breath within.’ This 
is more than a must read-its food for busy and 
hungry hearts.”- Dr. Michael Rakes, Pastor at 
Winston Salem First

“Jack Levison brings together scholarship, 
Scripture meditation, concrete practices, and 
compelling inspiration. He helps us retrieve the 
tragically lost centrality of the Holy Spirit in 
the mainline Christian world. Here comes the 
return of the fire and the wind!” - Fr. Richard 
Rohr, ofm

Available online at:

www.garrattpublishing.com.au

TRIBUNAL OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
- Diocese of Wagga Wagga -

Outreaching to all those who have experienced a marriage breakdown 
and would like the Church to look into the validity of their marriage.

Enquiries to the Tribunal Office at McAlroy House 
PO Box 473 Wagga Wagga 2650

Phone: 6937 0017    Email: tribunal@wagga.catholic.org.au

LOCKHART • EAST ALBURY
JINDERA

SPRINGDALE HEIGHTS

plus

LIQUOR

9781594718496 - RRP $38.95
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6-10 Edward St, Wagga Wagga    www.avis.com.au

lCars
lTrucks
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6921 9977
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Mass times across our Diocese
Wagga Wagga - Cathedral
St Michael’s Cathedral 
Church Street, Wagga Wagga 
Monday - Friday 7:00am, 12:45pm 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday - 12:15pm
Saturday Vigil - 6:00pm
Sunday - 8:00am, 10:00am and 5:30pm
Confessions 
Monday - Thursday 12:30pm - 12:40pm 
Friday 12:00-12:40pm & 6:30pm-6:45pm
Saturday 11:00am-12:00noon &  
4:30pm-5:30pm 
Rosary times
Monday to Thursday 12:25pm and 
Saturday 11:55am (before Mass) 
Carmelite Monastery  
10 Morshead Street, Wagga Wagga 
Monday - Friday - 7:30am 
Saturday - 8:00am 
Sunday - 9:30am
St Mary’s Chapel 
Vianney College, 17 Durack Circuit 
Sunday - 9:00am
Mt Erin Chapel
Kildare Catholic College
Edmondson Street, Wagga Wagga
Sunday - 10:00am (Extraordinary Form)

Wagga Wagga 
- Kooringal

Sacred Heart 
Lake Albert Road, Kooringal
Weekend Masses  
Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm 
Sunday - 9:00am and 5:30pm
Children’s Liturgy during 9:00am Mass
Weekday Masses 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday - 7:00am 
Tuesday and Thursday - 5:45pm 
Saturday - 9:30am
Confessions 
Saturday - 10:00am - 10:30am 
 

Wagga Wagga 
- South Wagga

Our Lady of Fatima 
Bourke Street, Wagga Wagga 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday Vigil - 5:00pm   
Sunday - 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:30pm 
(Syro-Malabar Rite) 
St Patrick’s Uranquinty 
Sunday - 8:30am
Weekday Masses - Our Lady of 
Fatima 
Wednesday - 10:00am 
Thursday - 11:00am (Ethel Forrest Centre) 
Friday - 5:45pm
Anointing Mass 
Marian Foyer, Henschke Hall
4th Tuesday of the month - 10:30am
Weekday Masses - Calvary Hospital 
Monday-Friday - 8:00am (except public 
holidays)
Aged Care Facility Masses 

Forrest Centre 
Every Thursday - 11:00am 
Nan Roberts Nursing Home 
- The Haven 
3rd Tuesday of the month - 10:30am 
RSL Rememberance Village 
2nd Tuesday of the month - 10:30am 

Confessions 
Saturday - 10:30-11:30am

Wagga Wagga 
- West Wagga

Holy Trinity Church  
Bardia Street Ashmont 
Monday-Saturday - 7:00am 
Friday - 10:15am 
Sunday - 9:00am and 5:30pm
Loreto Home of Compassion
Sunday - 10:30am 
Monday - 5:45pm 
Tuesday - 10:30am 
Thursday - Eucharistic Adoration - 5:15pm 
Thursday - 5:45pm 
Our Lady of the Blessed Eucharist 
Church 
Benedict Avenue San Isidore 
Vigil Saturday - 6:00pm 
Wednesday - Eucharistic Adoration - 5:15pm 
Wednesday - 5:45pm

St Michael’s Church 
Linton Street Collingullie 
2nd Sunday - 9:30am (Christmas Day & 
Easter Sunday)
Confessions 
Sacrament of Penance 
Saturdays - 11:00am-12:00noon
Prior to weekend Masses or by request

Albury
St Patrick’s 
515 Smollett St, Albury
Weekend Mass Times
Saturday - 9:30am 
Vigil (Saturday) - 5:00pm
Sunday - 8.00am, 10.00am, and 5:30pm
Latin Mass - Sunday 12 noon
Weekday Mass Times
Monday to Friday - 7:00am
Tuesday & Thursday - 9:30am
Latin Mass Mondays - 7pm in the 
Adoration Chapel
First Friday - 5:30pm
Rosary before Mass
Saturday - 9.10am and 4.30pm
Sunday - 7.40am and 9.40am

Albury - North Albury
Sacred Heart Mate Street, North Albury 
Saturday Vigil - 6.00 pm 
Sunday - 9.30 am
Weekday Masses 
Tuesday to Friday 9.30am or as printed in 
weekly newsletter
First Tuesday of month – Mercy Place 
11.00am – Includes sacrament of anointing
Confessisons 
Saturday - 5.15 - 5.45 pm

Albury - Lavington
Holy Spirit 
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm 
Sunday - 8.00am, 10.00am 
St Mary’s Jindera - 9.00am
Weekday Masses 
Monday - Friday - 7.00am
Saturday - 9.15am
Confessions 
Saturday - 8.15am, 5.00pm 
St Mary’s Jindera - Sunday 8.30am

Albury - Thurgoona
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday - 8.00am 
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm 
Sunday - 9.30am, 5.30pm
Weekday Masses 
Monday - 8.00am 
Tuesday - 7.00am (10.00am only on 2nd 
Tuesday of the month) 
Wednesday - 7.00am 
Thursday - 7.00pm (Mass Novena and 
Benediction) 
Friday - 8.00am 
Confessions 
Prior to Masses 
Saturday after 8.00am Mass, 5.30-6.00pm 
Sunday - 5.00-5.30pm 
Thursday - 7.00pm following Novena 
Mass of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Also by appointment

Berrigan
St Columba’s 
4 Corcoran Street, Berrigan 
1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday - 6:00pm Saturday 
Vigil 
2nd, 4th Sunday - 10:30am
Savernake 
1st Sunday - 5:00pm
Weekday Masses are announced in the 
Sunday bulletin
Confessions before Saturday Vigil Masses

Coolamon
 
St Michael’s 
Sunday - 9.00am
Confessions 
Saturday - 4.45 - 5.15pm
Masses 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday - 7.30am 

Thursday - 10.15am 
Saturday - 9.00am
Marrar 
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm
Confessions 
1st Saturday - 5.30pm
Allawah Village 
First Thursday of each month.
Mass at 9.15am

Corowa
St Mary’s Star of the Sea  
Saturday Vigil - 6:00pm  
Sunday - 9:00am
Weekday Masses 
Refer to Parish Bulletin available in the 
Church or on the parish website
Confessions/ Reconciliation 
Saturday - 11:00am-12:00, 5:30-6:00pm 
St Pius X, Coreen, 
Urana Road. 
1st, 3rd Sunday - 10:45am Mass 

Culcairn
St Patrick’s Culcairn  
1st, 4th Sunday - 8:00am 
2nd, 3rd Sunday - 10:00am 
5th Sunday - Vigil Mass 6:30pm (Saturday)
Henty 
2nd, 4th Saturday Vigil - 6:30pm 
1st Sunday - 10:00am 
3rd, 5th Sunday - 8:00am
Walla Walla 
1st & 4th Sunday - 6:00pm (Sunday) 
Weekday Masses 
Vary according to needs and are 
announced in the Sunday bulletin
Confessions 
Before each weekend Mass

Darlington Point
Oliver Plunkett 
Hay Road, Darlington Point 
1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday - 8.30am 
2nd, 4th Sunday - 6:00pm (Saturday Vigil)
Weekday Masses 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday - 8.30am - Darlington Point
St Peter’s 
Cnr of Currawong Crescent and 
Kingfisher Avenue, Coleambally 
1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday - 10.30am 
2nd, 4th Sunday - 8.00am
Weekday Masses 
Thursday - 8.00am Coleambally 
Holy Hour - Friday 5.00pm - 6.00pm at 
Darlington Point
Confessions 
15 minutes before 10.00 am Mass on 
Sunday or by request

Finley
St Mary’s 
1 Denison Street Finley             
Sunday - 10.15am
Weekday Masses 
Are announced in the Sunday bulletin
Confessions 
Saturday - 10.30 - 11.00am

Ganmain
St. Brendan’s Ganmain
Weekend Mass Times
6:00pm (Saturday Vigil); 10:00am
Weekday Masses
Monday to Friday:           
December-February 7:30am (Tues., 
Thurs.) & 5:30pm (Mon., Wed., Fri.)
March-November 5:30pm
Sat.: 8:00am (usually in the convent 
except 1st Sat. in the church).
Confessions
30 min. before every Mass each day & 
5:00pm-6:00pm Sat.
St. Patrick’s Matong
Sunday - 8:00am
Confessions 30 min before Sunday Mass

Griffith
Sacred Heart 
Warrambool Street, Griffith 
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm 
Saturday - 8.00am
Sunday - 7.30am, 9.00am, (Italian), 
10.30am, 6.00pm

Weekday Masses 
Monday - Friday - 7.00am, 5.30pm 
Confessions 
Friday - 4.30pm to 5.30pm 
Saturday - 11.30am to 12.30pm
Marian Catholic College Chapel 
185 Wakaden Street Griffith 
Sunday - 9.00am

Holbrook
Our Lady of Sorrows 
125 Albury Street, Holbrook 
1st & 3rd Sunday - Saturday Vigil  6.30pm 
2nd Sunday - 8.00 am 
4th & 5th Sunday - 10.00am 
Weekday Masses 
Phone parish for details         
Confessions 
Before Mass on weekends
St Francis De Sales Church of the 
Pioneers 
Hume Highway, Bowna 
2nd Sunday - 11:30am

Howlong
  

St Brigid’s 
Hovell St, Howlong
Church of the Good Shepherd 
Queen Street, Walbundrie
Weekend Mass Times           
Howlong 
Saturday Vigil - 6:00pm
Walbundrie 
Sunday - 9:00am
Masses 
Howlong 
1st & 3rd Tuesdays - Oolong Nursing 
Home 10:00 am 
Saturday 9.00 am - Howlong         
For other Masses during the week, see 
the parish website. 
Reconciliation 
Howlong  
Saturdays 9:30am (after 9:00am Mass) 
5:30pm - 5:55pm 
Walbundrie 
Sundays 8:30am - 8:55am 

Jerilderie
St Joseph’s 
Coreen Street, Jerilderie 
1st, 3rd, 5th Saturday Vigil - 6:00pm 
2nd, 4th Sunday - 10:30am
Weekday Masses 
Are announced in the Sunday bulletin

Junee
St Joseph’s 
21 Kitchener Street, Junee 
Saturday Vigil - 6:00pm 
Sunday - 9:30am
Weekday Masses 
Monday - 9:00am 
Tuesday - 7:00am 
Wednesday - 9:00am 
Thursday - 7:00am 
Friday - 9:00am 
Confessions 
Saturday - 10:30-11:00am; 
6:00-6:15pm or by appointment
Illabo and Junee Reefs 
Alternate Sundays - 8:00am

Khancoban
Church of St Joseph the Worker 
Sunday - 9.00 am 
Weekday Masses 
9.00 am
Confessions 
Prior to Sunday Mass

Leeton
St Joseph’s Leeton 
Wade Avenue, Leeton 
Saturday Vigil - 6:00pm 
Sunday - 10:00am (First Sunday of the 
month is Italian) 
St Patrick’s Yanco 
Sunday - 8:00am 
Tuesday - 9:00am
Weekday Masses in Leeton 
Monday - 9:00am 
Tuesday (Yanco) - 9:00am 
Wednesday - 9:00am 

Thursday - 9:30am (Assumption Villa)
Friday - 9:15am and 5:30pm 
Sacrament of Penance 
Friday - 4:45-5:15pm 
Saturday - 5:30-5:50pm 
Eucharistic Adoration 
St Joseph’s Church Leeton
Friday - 4:30pm

Lockhart
 
St Mary’s Church 
55 Ferrier St, Lockhart
Weekend Masses
1st, 3rd & 5th Saturday (Vigil) - 6:00pm
2nd & 4th Sunday - 8:00am
Weekday Masses
Tuesday - 9:00am & Friday - 10:00am
Confessions Up to 5 mins before Mass.
Urangeline St Terence’s Church 
Currently no Masses.

Mulwala
St Brigid’s 
Havelock Street, Mulwala 
Weekend Masses
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - 8:00am 
2nd, 4th Sunday - 6:00pm Saturday Vigil 
Weekday Masses 
Refer to parish notices
St Joseph’s
Barooga 
Weekend Masses
1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday - 10:00am 
2nd, 4th Sunday - 8:30am
Weekday Masses Refer to parish notices
Confessions Before weekend Masses

Narrandera
Narrandera 
St Mel’s Church,  Audley Street 
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm 
Sunday - 9:30am
Weekday Masses
Tuesday - 5:30pm  
Wednesday, Thursday - 7:30am 
Friday - 5:30pm  
(subject to changes announced in the 
Sunday bulletin)
Confessions         
Friday - 4:30-5:20pm; 
Saturday - 9.30-10:00am  
and 5:00-5:45 pm
Grong Grong 
1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday - 8.00am 
Galore 
St Kevin’s Church 
2nd & 4th Sunday - 8:00am

Tarcutta
St Francis Xavier 
Sydney Street, Tarcutta 
Sunday - 8:30am 
Ladysmith 
Saturday Vigil - 6:00pm
Confessions 
Before all Masses

The Rock
St Mary’s 
102 Urana Street The Rock 
Weekend Masses
Sunday - 8:00am (Extraordinary Form)
Sunday - 10:00am
Weekday Masses
Monday - 7:00am
Tuesday - 6:00pm
Wednesday - 7:00am (Extraordinary Form)
Thursday - 7:00am
Confessions
Up to 5 minutes before Mass.

Tocumwal
St Peter’s 
Charlotte Street, Tocumwal 
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm 
Sunday - 8.30am 
Weekday Masses 
Thursday - 9.30am
Confessions 
Half an hour before weekend Masses

continued on page 27...
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7th April - Fifth Sunday of Lent
As you gather as a family, observe that when we 

know people well we know their faults as well as 
their strengths. At times, we can be tempted to focus 
on the faults we see in others. Discuss what your family 
life would be like if you always focused on one another’s 
faults. Observe that in today’s Gospel, Jesus refuses 
to focus on the sin of the woman brought to him for 
judgment. Read aloud today’s Gospel, John 8:2-11. Ask: 
What did the people who focused on the woman’s sin 
want to do? (stone the woman) What does Jesus say to 
the people who accused the woman caught in adultery? 
(that the person with no sin should throw the first stone) 
Are any of us without sin? (No.) Observe that we can 
help each other to grow in God’s love by refusing to 
focus on one another’s faults and sins. In this way, we 
can help one another to see ourselves as God sees us: 
with understanding and compassion. Conclude in prayer 
together asking God to forgive our sins by praying the 
Act of Contrition.

Isaiah 43:16-21      Psalm 126:1-6
Philippians 3:8-14      John 8:1-11

14th April - Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
Palm Sunday, also called Passion Sunday, marks the 

beginning of Holy Week. During this week, we prepare 
ourselves for Easter by prayerful reflection upon the events 
of Jesus’ passion and death. During this week, your family 
might display a crucifix in a prominent place as reminder 
of salvation Christ won for us. This can also serve as the 
focal point for family prayer during Holy Week.

Because of the length and complexity of the passion 
narrative, it is difficult for children to remain attentive 
when it is proclaimed in its entirety. Families can make 
it a tradition to read a portion of this Sunday’s Gospel 
each day of Holy Week, providing ample opportunity 
for children to ask questions and respond to the events 
described there. In this way, the entire week can become 
a “way of the cross.”

Each day during Holy Week, the family can gather in a 
prayerful space with a crucifix as its focal point. 

Luke 19:28-40        Isaiah 50:4-7
Psalm 22:8-9,17-20,23-24      Philippians 2:6-11

Luke 22:14—23:56
21st April - Easter Vigil

As parents, we occasionally hear stories that can 
seem like nonsense from our children. When we 
take the time to listen more carefully, however, we can 
sometimes find the interpretive key that makes sense 
of the story. This is similar to the experience of the 
disciples after Jesus’ Resurrection. The apostles did not 
understand the meaning of the women’s report of Jesus’ 
empty tomb until they discovered the interpretive key: 
Jesus’ words to them. Jesus had told them that he would 
die and rise again on the third day. When the apostles 
remembered these words, they were able to believe 
the women’s story and to proclaim the Good News of 
salvation to all.

Genesis 1:1—2:2      
Psalm 104:1-2,5-6,10,12-14,24,35
Genesis 22:1-18      Luke 24:1-12

   28th      April - Second Sunday of Easter
Our family life would no doubt be enhanced if 

we were able to transform Jesus’ greeting into a 
central feature in our family’s interactions. After his 
Resurrection, “Peace be with you” is the first thing that 
Jesus says to his disciples. This could be our daily family 
prayer for one another. In today’s Gospel, we also hear 
that Jesus next breathed on his disciples and gave them the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. In Baptism, each of us has received 
the gift of the Holy Spirit as well as the forgiveness of 
sins. Peace is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. Our Baptism, then, 
invites us to share in the peace that Christ gave to his 
disciples and commissions us to share that peace of Christ 
by generously forgiving others as Jesus taught.

As you gather as a family, think about gifts that you 
might receive together such as a colouring book and 
crayons, a book and bookmark, or an electronic item and 
batteries. Observe that Jesus also paired two gifts together 
in today’s Gospel. Read aloud this Sunday’s Gospel, John 
20:19-31. Discuss the two gifts Jesus gave to his disciples: 
peace and the Holy Spirit. Ask: What were the disciples 
to do with these gifts? (They were sent as Jesus was sent 
by the Father to forgive sins.) Recall that we have each 
received Jesus’ gift of the Holy Spirit at our Baptism and 
that peace is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. Observe that since 
we also have received these gifts from Christ, we are also 
sent to be people who forgive others as Jesus taught. 

Acts of the Apostles 5:12-16       
Psalm 118:2-4,13-15,22-24 

Revelation 1:9-11a,12-13,17-19        John 20:19-31

Tumbarumba
All Saints’ 
40 Murray Street, Tumbarumba
Saturday 9.15am
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm 
Sunday - 9.00am
Weekday Masses 
Monday - Friday - 5.30pm 
Confessions 
Friday 4.30pm - 5.15pm 
Saturday - 8.00am - 9.00am 
And 30 mins before weekend Holy Masses
Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Tooma 
4th Sunday - 7.30am
Exposition and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
Friday - 4.30pm & Saturday - 8.00am

Urana
 
St Fiacre’s Church
5 End St, Urana
Weekend Masses
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - 8:00am
2nd & 4th Saturday (Vigil) - 6:00pm
Weekday Masses
Thursday - 12:30pm
Confessions Up to 5 mins before Mass.
Oaklands 
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - 10:00am

Yenda - Yoogali - 
Hanwood 

Our Lady of the Rosary of Pompeii
17 Edon Street, Yoogali 
Sunday - 9:30am 
St Anthony’s - Hanwood 
Saturday Vigil - 5.00pm 
Sunday - 8.00am 
St Therese’s - Yenda 
Saturday Vigil - 6:30pm
Weekday Masses 
Tuesday - 5:30pm - Yoogali 
Wednesday - 8.00am - Hanwood 
Thursday - 5.00pm - Yenda 
Friday - 9:30am - Yoogali
Confessions 
Yenda - Thursday, before Mass 
Yoogali - Sunday, before Mass 
Hanwood - Saturday - 4:30pm
Or by arrangement with the priest.

Wagga Wagga 
Deanery

Chosen Youth Wagga 
St Michaels Cathedral 
Parish Centre after 5.30pm 
Mass on selected Sundays.
Contact: (02) 6921 2164 or

FIRST FRIDAY OF EVERY 
MONTH 
Youth Holy Hour 6.00pm
Where: St Michaels 
Cathedral

Murrumbidgee 
Deanery

Griffith - Sacred Heart 
Parish
Where: Sacred Heart 
Youth Hut (white hut 
behind Presbytery)

Youth Group 
Who for: Yrs 7-12
When: 7-8pm on the first & 
third Tuesday of the month 

Young Adults Group
Who for: young adults
When: 7-8pm on the second 
& fourth Tuesday of the 
month
Contact: Parish 6962 1533

Murray Deanery
Albury Young Adults Group
Where: St Patrick’s Parish 
Hall, Albury
When: Every Wednesday 
Night 7-8pm
Who for: Young Adults 18-35
Contact: 
Daniel Shaw 0402 289 811

Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Youth Group
Where: Thurgoona Parish 
Centre
When: Every 2nd 
Wednesday 5:30pm-7pm. 
Dinner provided.
Who for: School Years 7 to 
12 (high school)
Contact: (02) 6043 2222

Please note that Mass times were true and correct at the time of printing. For further clarification, 
please check parish bulletins and noticeboards closer to the date.

Family reflections for:

Please pray for those priests whose 
anniversary of death 

occurs in April:
8 April 1920

11 April 1974

13 April 1995

25 April 1930

25 April 1976

25 April 1977

30 April 1941

74 Baylis Street
Wagga Wagga NSW 2650

www.cignall.com.au
Call (02) 6931 7994

Now stocking your monthly copy of  TOGETHER

South City Shopping Centre
Wagga Wagga NSW 2650
www.southcitynews.com.au
Call (02) 6971 3944

April

These faithful servants, Lord, put their 
wholehearted trust in you - Grant that 

they may live in your love.

Fr Michael O’Dowd

Mgr Augustus Ambrose Lacey

Fr Phillip Mel Roach

Fr Maurice Hoyne   (On Loan)

Mgr Jeremiah Galvin

Fr Joseph Dudley Dyson-Smith

Fr Jerome Hennessy
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PROJECT COMPASSION
GIVE
LENT
100%

PLEASE 
DONATE
TODAY

Lives change 
when we all 
give 100%

1800 024 413
lent.caritas.org.au

#projectcompassion The Catholic agency for international 
aid and development
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